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	HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


	That’s a prediction, of course, given magazine lead times.  Writing this in October 1995 and telling you what’s new for 1996 is a bit odd, but there are some new things on the psychic frontier and some changes.


SONY PSI-MAN


	First of all, the news just came in for early October that Sony (yes, the big corporation) has admitted that it is conducting research into a number of “alternative” ideas in science.  In 1989, Sony founded it’s Institute of Wisdom at the request of its founder Masaharu Ibuka and former chairman Akio Morits.  What the Institute did was something only whispered for a time. Sony had been reluctant to disclose their research, but apparently due to the nerve gas attack by the Japanese cult, which holds a number of occult and paranormal beliefs, Sony didn’t want people to misunderstand or fear what the Institute was about.


	 According to the London INDEPENDENT (“Sony Senses a Market in ESP” by Richard Lloyd Perry, October 12, 1995), " ‘Mr Ibuka and Mr Morita have long felt that there's more to science and technology than what is repeatable, universal and objective," a spokeswoman said. ‘Some people have the ability to perceive beyond the five senses.  This research is intended to investigate how this happens and why.’ "  The article was reprinted in an expanded form the same day in the San Francisco EXAMINER (“Sony Working to Prove ESP -- and Exploit It”).


	A special unit within the Institute, Extra-Sensory  Perception Excitation


Research (Esper), has reportedly worked with more than 100 people possessing  psi abilities, with a great degree of success.  “ The company believes it has proved the existence of ESP, and isconsidering the possibility of machines that would enable us to communicate telepathically ... Much of the research focuses on the mysterious spiritual energy known as ki, which forms the basis of a great deal of traditional oriental


medicine.”


	  According to the EXAMINER, the small research team is headed by “Yoishiro Sako, a former specialist in artificial intelligence” and is looking at the research on ki as that which may provide commercial applications.    “ ‘We haven't come up with such great results so far,’ he said, ‘but if we eventually discover that ki energy is based on a kind of information transmission, it would lead to a complete energy revolution. If we can understand the mechanism of  telepathy,  it would totally transform communication methods.’ “


	The unit has also apparently experimented with spoon-bending, but reportedly the success rate was unimpressive, with PK seeming to work in provate demonstrations, but disappearing as “recording equipment was introduced into the laboratory.”


	I will continue to monitor news reports of Sony’s work in this area.  If anyone else in the FATE readership has other information about this, please e-mail it to me at esper@global.california.com (or send it to me at P.O. Box 875, Orinda, CA 94563-0875).


THE RHINE RESEARCH CENTER


	In 1962, J.B. Rhine retired from Duke University.  Not finished, however, with his research in Parapsychology, Rhine founded the Foundation for Research on the Nature of Man (FRNM), also in Duke’s home town of Durham, North Carolina.  The Foundation, a non-profit corporation, was seen as the umbrella organization under which other programs could function.  J.B. and researcher-wife Louisa Rhine oversaw much in the way of research, as well as the training and development of a number of parapsychologists  there through their deaths in the 1980s.  Besides the research at the Institute of Parapsychology, educational and publishing activities have also been a focus over the past 30 plus years.


	 [Note: That the Foundation and its Institute for Parapsychology existed in the same town as Duke has led many people, even today, to assume that the university has been doing psi research all along.  It hasn’t.]


	Recently, several things have happened at the Foundation and the Institute that have changed the basic tone of the place.  First and foremost is the return of a Rhine family member at the head of the Foundation, as well as some changes in both the board and in the running of the Institute.  And the name has changed.


	Dr. Sally Rhine Feather is now Executive Director of the organization, which has been re-christened as the Rhine Research Center in honor of its founders, Joseph Banks Rhine and Louisa E. Rhine.  1995, by the way, marked the centenary of the birth of J.B. Rhine.


	Dr. Richard Broughton was named Director of the Institute of Parapsychology and together with Dr. Feather, is vigorously pursuing new lines of communication with the general public and new sources of funding for the research and other activities of the organization.  


	According to Dr. Broughton, the Institute just received a substantial research grant (close to 200 thousand dollars over two years) for Ganzfeld and Free Response work from the Overseas Foundation.  The goal is to upgrade their research program to be on a par with other major labs around the world, bringing the research “back up to a level to be proud of.”  Other grants and endowments are being looked for in order to accomplish this goal easily and to expand the research and educational activities.


	Besides its research activities, the Center and Institute provide a valuable public information service, providing answers to questions for people who call and write, and offers local classes and workshops with a Community Education Program throughout the year.  The Institute’s 8-week Summer Study Program (SSP), which has been going since 1974, gives students an more than a basic grounding in parapsychological research.  Each year, the SSP takes 12-15 students.


	And of course, there’s the refereed professional publication, the JOURNAL OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY, which has been published for decades and continues to provide scholarly reports of psi research.  The JOURNAL is published on a quarterly basis and can be subscribed to by contacting the address below.


	Dr. Feather has also revived interest at the Center in a more traditional area of research and investigation, one that her mother, Louisa Rhine was involved in throughout her own lifetime:  spontaneous cases of psi experiences.  “Mainstream” parapsychological research over the past 20 years has, for the most part, not spent a lot of time looking carefully at the psi experiences that happen to us all almost every day, and the attention of the media is often focused on the more extreme spontaneous experiences involving ghosts and poltergeists.


	According to Dr. Broughton, the Institute will work towards collecting psi experiences, and then take the next step and work to analyze both the experiences and common factors that may tie people to particular forms of psi experience.  This is obviously not a new idea, but it is a return to the work of Louisa Rhine, combining it with scientific research and analysis (not merely the collection of anecdotes).  Rhea White called for such analyses of spontaneous cases by parapsychologists ten years ago (though researchers pretty much stayed in their own lab tracks), and it’s good to see that such work which could be so relevant to the experience of most of humanity is finally getting attention.


	Part of the support base for the Center and Institute is a new effort at public outreach.  In an open letter asking for support, Dr. Feather is asking for people to add to their limited funds by becoming “an affiliate of the Center through your membership ... Membership will provide you with information regarding conferences, classes, and other significant developments or events occurring in the field, and your membership will provide us with funding for our research projects.”


	Rhine Research Center membership comes in three levels.  Regular members receive discounts on books, classes and conferences, an Annual Research Update, a Quarterly Director’s  Update and an invitation to the annual conference.  Cost of regular membership is $40.  Professional membership brings with it the aforementioned “perks” plus an annual subscirption to the JOURNAL OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY.  Cost for Professional membership is $65 per year.


	In addition, there is a third level for those who really wish to support psi research and education at the Center.  Benefactor status include all of the benefits of other membership status as well as a full Annual Report, an invitation as a Special Guest at the conference and banquet, and your name inscribed on the Research Benefactor’s Roll, on display at the Center and published in the JOURNAL OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY.  Benefactor status is reached with a donation of $500 or more.


	Keep in mind that all donations to the Rhine Research Center are tax deductible and much appreciated, whether related to membership status or not.


	For more information on membership, classes, conferences, publications or other activities, contact the Rhine Research Center, 402 North Buchanan Blvd., Durham, NC 27701-1728. (919) 688-8241.  Fax (919) 683-4338.


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT ROSEBRIDGE GRADUATE SCHOOL?


	Now in place at Rosebridge Graduate School for Integrative Psychology in Concord, CA is a graduate program offering Psy..D. and M.A. in psychology specializing in parpasychology.  The degree program offers a licensing trackand a research track, and provides one of the most ambitious sets of courses offered by any university anywhere in the world.  


	The licensing track involves much of the same training a licensed therapist or psychologist needs to take, plus parapsychology.  In this track, the graduate can get licensed as a psychotherapist and practice psychological counseling (undoubtably specializing in counseling people with some psi-related problems).  This, of course, provides one with a career as well as an education.  One may call this the  “Clinical Parapsychology” track.  Rosebridge is the only school in the world focusing on clinical parapsychology.


	The research track includes a core of psychology classes with the majority of work done in parapsychological research and investigation.  This will give graduates an excellent education as a researcher.  


	Bachelor’s degree programs are also being developed at the school, making Rosebridge one of the only two schools offering any sort of undergraduate education in parapsychology in the U.S.  


	Rosebridge is working on developing international distant learning programs, with connections already established with a site in Spain.  


	One other project for Rosebridge is the development of distance learning programs, more than likely using the Internet and the World Wide Web to deliver coursework and to stay in contact with students.


	Rosebridge is building a research laboratory to do more “conventional” psi research, but would like to specialize in field research and studying spontaneous psi experiences, as well as in healing research and complimentary medicine.


	Contact Dr. Jon Klimo, Rosebridge Graduate School for Integrative Psychology, 1040 Oak Grove Road, Suite 103, Concord, CA 94518.  (510) 689-0560.  Fax: (510) 689-4456.


	Next month, a strange encounter with animated puppets and updates on other organizations.





