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THE "KILLER APPLICATION":  Can Parapsychology Provide One?

I just received the most recent issue of the Journal of Scientific Exploration (v. 13, no. 3, Summer 1999), published by the Society for Scientific Exploration.  This journal covers a variety of areas related to what we call paranormal, with the focus often on frontier science.  

In this issue, Michael Levin of the Harvard Medical School provided an important viewpoint in his letter to the editor entitled "Commercial Funding for Frontier Science" (page 537).

Levin commented that the experience of scientists in "frontier science" areas with other scientists is generally quite negative.  While scientists claim to be open to new ideas, it's fairly clear that most mainstream scientists are the opposite.  This, naturally, affects how funding is distributed to new research.

However, Levin pointed out "a group which displays less attachment to theoretic paradigms than anyone else:  the businessmen."  While this is hardly a new observation, it is an important one.  Scientists have their own agendas, which can often include both personal biases and the need to protect their own funding.  There are just so many funding dollars to go around.

On the other hand, the business world routinely throws money at new ideas.  The key to appeal to such people, however, is to understand what these people are interested in.  In the past, researchers in Parapsychology have appealed to specific businesspeople for donations to support research.  This works sometimes, thanks to an appeal to individuals who have personal interest in psi.  However, as some of my colleagues know, there can be "strings attached" by these donors and supporters.

Unfortunately, the number of people with money that might have enough to throw after research with no return other than personal satisfaction is limited.  On the other hand, the number of businesspeople with money who might throw money after research into something that might have commercial application is huge (and so is the pile of money).

Let's face it, here in the Bay Area, we sit on the greatest money resource that may exist:  Silicon Valley (of course, Bill Gates and the Microsoft millionaires up in the Seattle area ought to be considered as well).  There have been a number of news stories recently about groups that are trying to teach these computer tech millionaires (and billionaires) how to donate money (it's a new concept to them).  They are too new to money to be very approachable donors.

However, as Levin points out, businesspeople are interested, both personally and professionally, in making money.  Levin says "My suggestion for workers in fields which are ignored by academia is to focus on developing a commercial application which utilizes the novel effects they are observing."

The bottom line is profit.  There are venture capital groups out there which could potentially be approached if there is some commercial application of work being done.  The idea of commercial applications of psi, of course, raises some issues.

As pointed out by a variety of parapsychologists over the past 25 years or so, there are obvious uses of psi-derived information, from use in oil and mineral exploration to criminal investigations, from archeology to medical diagnostics.  But the major issue for businesspeople would be, as Levin says, "does it work or does it not?"  

The unreliability factor of psi (that it works well some of the time, but not all) may not be an issue if the results at the times it does work provide a great payoff and either make money or save money from being spent.  The key is to show businesspeople that the amount of money made/saved during the best psi sessions compared to money spent on a program to use psi when it both hits and misses is great enough to warrant investing.  In other words, if the best psi hits create usable information that makes a profit overall, there should be some interest.

Remote Viewing is one area that has been shown to be very accurate at least a small percentage of the time.  While the government terminated their funding, partly because they had other avenues for the same information already in place (and just as good as the remote viewing), they weren't looking for information that could make or save money.  

Psi can provide information that cannot be gleaned any other way.  Whether looking for resources or people, or using psi to diagnose problems (and find solutions) in systems, technology, and people, the information psi can provide has great value, and the money needed to run such programs won't be that high.

Levin also suggested a commercial application for PK:  "Micro-PK-based games come to mind immediately."  Understanding PK might help technology corporations save money where PK might interfere with various systems.  

But, as Levin points out, "What is needed in any given area is what is known as a 'killer application' in computer science circles:  a way to harness the technology which would get the attention of the market."

What's interesting to me is that a small group of us at the Parapsychological Association meeting had discussed this very thing (two months before this journal came out).  In a discussion between myself, Kerry Gaynor, Bill Everist, Andrew Nichols and Bill Roll, somebody suggested that research into the idea of "place memory" (what we often call a haunting) might lead to incredible applications.

If locations (and objects) actually do somehow record information through time, in effect being historical recording devices, and somehow that information can be retrieved --- either through human perceptions or some new technology --- think of the applications!  History can be accessed at any location.  Therefore, the whole world becomes an acknowledged recording device.  People could access past events for education or entertainment (the latter makes more money than the former).  

Since evidence suggests not only events, but also the emotions of the people in those events, get recorded, the past can be accessed by an audience on an emotional level (now that's entertainment!).

Of course, there are incredible implications/applications for historians, archeologists, law enforcement, and a variety of other professions.  Investigators of accidents (such as those in the insurance industry and various governmental agencies) can access information on what really caused the accidents, potentially saving billions of dollars currently spent in long term investigations.  Corporations could learn quickly what might have been wrong --- or right --- with their technology in such accidents, again saving money in research, investigation and product development.

There are implications and applications for Psychology.  Therapists would be able to better understand other stresses on their clients.  If people can pick up information in their environs, and this information could cause undue stresses, understanding this point (and learning what the stress inducing info is) gives therapists new insights.

Is there a killer app in all this?  Personally, I think the one that is immediate in the sense of the application that can be put into immediate use and make money is anything to do with entertainment.  Reliving the past --- like having a movie replay in your head --- would make money hand over fist.

I hope that gets you thinking a bit.  For Parapsychology and other frontier science to advance, money needs to come in from new sources.  Michael Levin has the right idea.  For those of us in the psi arena, it may be a matter of being creative with our speculation and formulating a variety of applications that don't have to rely on psi working even most of the time.  

The applications are there.  We just need to create the right proposal and get it to the right people.

Anybody know any interested venture capital groups?

