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PSYCHIC FRONTIERS

LOYD AUERBACH

Maybe there's hope for our world after all.

It's 2000.  The world didn't end.  Y2K didn't happen as it could have (if things hadn't been fixed).  

This New Year's Eve I sat at home with my wife, Julie, and a few good friends alternatively watching old movies and the coverage of the celebrations around the world (I had been watching the latter since that morning).  Even with all the worry about potential Y2K problems and terrorist activity warnings, one thing struck us all.

The whole world was celebrating.  

Think about it:  most of the major and minor countries on the planet Earth were holding a celebration for the changing of an entry for an arbitrary numbering system, even those people who celebrate their New Year at a different time (like China).  

Humanity was united in celebration.  It was awesome.  And it was the magic of the Media that allowed us all to celebrate together.

Think about it:  while we've had communications satellites up for decades, over the last 25 years the world has become "smaller" thanks to the growing ability of the broadcast media to cover events and issues in all corners of the world and get it to us almost instantaneously. 

As biased as we may say the media can be, it's clear that the era of instantaneous information has opened up borders and allowed us to be part of the lives of others even as far away as the other side of the planet.  

The Internet and the World-Wide Web have further pushed the flow of information, beliefs and opinions.  In the last few years we've all been able to communicate more freely (both cost-wise and in how easy it is to do it) with people anywhere in the world via email --- without having to wait the days or weeks previously necessary with the use of postal services.

Some conspiracy theorists have their view that some secret negotiations within the United Nations or between governments or corporations will herald the end of nations as we know them and put us all under some New World Order's tyrannical rule --- as if governments were capable of that kind of cooperation.

No, it's clearer that if the people of this world are going to break down nation's borders and learn to get along, it will be because of getting to know one another.  Media communications, now including the Internet, is the tool by which people are getting to know each other.  

Once ideas flow freely, it's harder to spread a government's propaganda or hide things from the people.

The only real problem is that we also all need to be discerning consumers of information.  Not only is it becoming easier to get information, it's becoming easier to get wrong information.  We need to learn to be skeptical in the best sense of the word; to question and digest information -- and where it came from -- before accepting it as absolute truth.  

Information about the paranormal is hardly an exception to that rule.  

In fact, the TV, Radio and the Internet have made it much easier to get information -- good and bad -- on the paranormal.  A recently released book looks at information and ideas about the paranormal as purveyed by the Media.

THE MAGIC OF OUR UNIVERSE:  Beyond the Facts is the title of the book by Kent Davis Moberg (Camelot Productions, Inc., 1999).  For anyone who wants to understand the understanding of the paranormal -- how we get information on subjects from UFOs to Vampires, Bigfoot to ESP -- this book is an incredible resource.  

According to the author, this is the first of several volumes in what he calls "The Millennium Series."  "This body of non-fiction," writes Moberg, "pertains to the ongoing convergence of human science and spirituality as it presently occurs during perhaps the most challenging environmental crisis in all of human history."

This first volume in his series provides a look at a variety of "mysteries of our universe."  Categories include UFOs and evidence of extraterrestrial life, the Philadelphia Experiment, crystal skulls, creatures like Bigfoot and Nessie, spontaneous human combustion, miracles, angels, hauntings and poltergeists, and ESP and psychokinesis.

There are a number of things that make Moberg's first book, and most likely the entire series truly unique.  First is the focus on information as gleaned the way most people get their information:  television.  While books had been the primary source for so long, and the Internet is becoming more and more prevalent in our information-rich lives, TV is still the educator of the masses.  With the development and proliferation of cable-TV channels such as the Discovery Channel, The Learning Channel, the History Channel and others, documentaries on paranormal subjects have undergone a tremendous popularity amongst viewers and therefore producers.

Moberg believes that TV "is the most effective and least expensive untapped educational resource currently available to ninety-eight percent of all American households."  While the Internet provides cheap and effective ways to present and deliver -- and receive -- information, a huge percentage of the population still has no access.  

So, while the book also includes some coverage of other sources of information from books to CD-Roms and internet sites, the "prime-time television documentary market" is a primary focus.  One of the many highlights of the book is the listing of resources at the end of each chapter.  What Moberg calls an "interactive reference section" compliments each chapter with lists of TV documentaries produced on each subject, leading scientists, investigators and organizations, and recommended books, CDs, videos and Internet sites. 

Unlike other books I've read or looked at in the past, this focus on the Media as a primary source of information is absolutely unique and a necessary part of our understanding of how people understand the world of the unexplained -- what and how much they really know.  

As someone who constantly works with the Media, the coverage and the resource lists are invaluable.  In fact, for anyone who plans on talking to the Media about any of the subjects discussed, I would say this book should be required reading.  For myself, coming from a family enmeshed in TV and radio, following media coverage of subjects I've always been interested in has become second nature.   Knowing one's subject and knowing how the Media has treated it, inside and out, allows one to be prepared for the ups and downs of dealing with the Media and to set appropriate expectations for the depth of coverage (or often lack thereof) of any of the subjects.

For the consumer of information on the paranormal -- which would include anyone reading FATE -- this book allows for the understanding of the understanding most of the world has about these subjects.  

The one comment I need to make as an "expert" is that the Media rarely presents the whole story.  My personal experience with television is that this is rarely because the producers/director need to "slant" the story (though I know from experience it can happen).  The main reason is simply economics:  there is a limitation on time for any single story and the requirements of TV today thanks to our lessening attention spans often dealing with presenting multiple short pieces as opposed to in-depth coverage.  In addition, there may be no opportunity to go back to a story weeks or months later to find out if anything new has been learned or if the investigators/experts have uncovered something that could change the outcome of the story.

I am often asked questions based on assumptions people make from seeing one of my interviews or stories about my investigations.  They are often surprised when I seemingly contradict myself (the "myself" presented on TV).  This is either because a) the interview/story was edited in such a way that my complete views and opinions on the issue were not presented or b) I'd learned something since the interview/story was done that has expanded my knowledge and allowed me to evolve my views and opinions.  An expert in any field that does not consider new evidence, ideas and hypotheses because his or her viewpoint is "right" is hardly someone I'd go to for "expert" advice.

So, one thing to keep in mind while reading the coverage of media stories in THE MAGIC OF OUR UNIVERSE is that the may often be more to the story.  As a consumer of information on the paranormal, this book should encourage you to be even more curious and ask questions.

But there's a more important function of this book -- and promised for the series -- that's very special.   According to Kent Moberg, "What makes it unique is that I collectively looked at the subjects, especially as evidence for the interconnectedness of the universe … the purpose" of the book "is to bridge the gap between the general public and the research community investigating this fascinating realm of science."

The series, he promises us, will address "key issues currently challenging the human condition, such as:  the ability of mainstream human science and the scientific method to deal with metaphysical phenomena; human behavior regarding the acceptance of metaphysical phenomena which evidence suggests are an integral part of our real Universe; the interconnectedness of the Universe; and the fascinating interactive timing of metaphysical occurrences with the entire human evolutionary process which encompasses the exponential explosion of technology, population, global warming and the search for spiritual understanding and fulfillment."

This first book lives up to his promises.  It raises important issues of interconnectedness around these subjects that have been designated as metaphysical or unexplained or paranormal or fringe science.  The future of Science may be, as Moberg put it, in "Finding interrelationships … looking for interdisciplinary opportunities and applications."  In THE MAGIC OF OUR UNIVERSE, Kent Davis Moberg has provided a sociological template for beginning the real understanding of our understanding of interconnectedness.  And his enthusiasm for this can be summed up by a comment he made to me:  "It's so much fun to be looking into."  (That's why I'm in it!).

To Kent Davis Moberg, and to myself, the coverage of the Millennium Celebrations around the world proved that we are beginning to understand an important lesson.  "I think it's all coming together and we're realizing for the first time how interconnected everything is."  The celebrations, thanks to CNN, PBS, ABC and other broadcasters, have tied us all together as a human race.  

Hopefully, a precedent has been set.  Let's use the Millennium Celebrations as a leaping point for understanding that Humanity is one people, with diverse ideas and diverse beliefs and diverse appearances.  It is our diversity and individuality that is so much a part of us that keeps Life interesting.  It's what makes us Human.  It's what connects us all.

Hey, can Planet Earth throw a Party, or what?

THE MAGIC OF OUR UNIVERSE:  Beyond the Facts by Kent Davis Moberg is available through most bookstores and the major online booksellers.

