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I’ve written in this column of the surge in interest in ghost hunting, and the often cavalier manner in which various groups of ghosthunters approach their “investigations.”  Focused on what technology can “capture” rather than what’s actually going on (and why), these genuinely curious, generally well-meaning enthusiasts are often causing problems both for people who really need help with their experiences and for the serious paranormal field researchers and investigators.


So, last year I, along with a few colleagues, decided to do something to help support those of us concerned with understanding the phenomena and people’s experiences.  

An invitation-only meeting was convened in Concord, CA, just outside of San Francisco.  The event consisted primarily of experienced investigators and researchers of psychic and ghostly phenomena from around the United States.  The stated purpose of this meeting was for a number of us to get together and trade “war stories,” discuss investigative methodologies, and really take a hard look at how we're doing what we do, the tech that's now available, how psychics work into this, best methods to help people, and what we really think is happening in cases of apparitions, hauntings and poltergeists.

In reality, the two days we spent wasn’t enough time.  It was enough time for us to make a realization.  While starting a new organization wasn’t high on the agenda, it became a primary focus of the meeting as the attendees began discussing the rise and proliferation of the hobbyist ghost-hunting groups.  It was clear that a new organization was needed to form to support the serious and knowledgeable paranormal field researchers and investigators, while providing educational resources for the snowballing number of well-meaning, but sometimes misguided enthusiasts.  



 
It was clear that while the interest of these folks is generally sincere, the investigative and assessment techniques they are learning and using are primarily those conjured up by not-so-knowledgeable amateurs and other hobbyists, and have a primary focus on technology that was never designed to capture “ghosts.”  They have lots of bells and whistles, but no real understanding of the process of a scientific investigation of psychic/ghostly phenomena.  They also generally miss the mark when it comes to actually helping people with their experiences.

There are, of course, many knowledgeable people out there with a lot of good experience and a professional attitude and interests and who conduct themselves in a professional manner.  They may not have an academic background or experience in the field of Parapsychology, but in many respects they are “professionals” in this area as well.

The meeting attendees discussed the media’s role in promoting the perspectives of the hobbyist groups, and concluded that something had to be done to separate the serious field researchers and investigators – and their opinions and conclusions – from the hobbyists and less-than-knowledgeable amateurs.  We were fortunate to have a couple of media representatives there to add to this discussion.

The solution was to form the Paranormal Research Organization, a guild of sorts that includes a variety of experienced and knowledgeable parapsychologists, paranormal investigators, counselors, and experts in other fields.  The focus would be on those who have an interest in understanding what the phenomena and experiences are and what they represent to both human experience and the physical world, and who also conduct themselves in a professional and ethical manner.  

At present, the organization is really just getting started, and names are being considered for invitation.  We plan on inviting individuals who have displayed knowledge of parapsychological field investigation and research methods, who have shown they have concern both for separating the normal from the paranormal and an overriding concern for the clients in actual cases, and who understand the real differences between claiming one has evidence and claiming one has proof.  Members of professional parapsychological and related organizations and laboratories with an interest in field research and investigation will also be invited.  Some may have been considered “amateurs” in the past, but because of their knowledge, background, experience and professional attitude and conduct, they will be invited to join.

Eventually, the organization will likely take applications to and conduct interviews for membership that will allow an assessment of the knowledge, skill and experience base of an applicant, his or her intentions and motivations for conducting field research and investigation, and his or her willingness to abide by the code of professional ethics and conduct that is drawn up. 

Currently, there are members and associates of the organization in a number of states around the U.S., with interested field researchers and investigators expressing interest in being part of the group in several countries around the world.  U.S. members of the organization currently have a number of contacts throughout the world.

The purposes and goals of the Paranormal Research Organization (P.R.O.) will include:

· Creating a (hopefully) world-wide network of knowledgeable and ethical field researchers and investigators who conduct field research and investigation of psychic and so-called “paranormal” phenomena and experiences
· Creating an expanded network of other scientists, researchers, counselors and even skeptics who may not be part of P.R.O. but are in fact seriously interested in the solving the mysteries paranormal experiences present

· Creating Ethical Guidelines for field researchers and investigators, covering how they conduct their work and how they deal with “clients” (people with the experiences)

· Creating educational programs and mentoring/intern opportunities for the seriously interested

· Providing information to the general public, the Media and the scientific community on a number of levels and in a number of formats (from publishing to seminars to our website)

· Providing a central repository for data collected in the field for parapsychologists, field investigators and researchers, and other interested scientists

· Conducting regular meetings for members and associates of P.R.O. at which they can continue dialogue on the phenomena and research and investigation techniques, their findings and discussion of opinions and conclusions.

We’ll be starting with out website, which is already up with some basic information and referrals at www.paranormal-research.org.  Over the next few months, we’ll build it to include basic information for the public, amateur ghosthunters, the media, and our own colleagues and a referral list for those in need of help.  We plan on launching a subscription-based webzine that will have articles, news and case reports from out members and associates.

The Paranormal Research Organization is dedicated to understanding what is or is not happening in individual cases, to the experience and perception of the people involved in cases.  P.R.O. members understand that in order to study what we call psychic or paranormal, one must explore and exhaust other more normal physical and psychological explanations.

To this end, P.R.O. members will not focus solely on the experience of the witnesses, or the physical situation at the location, or the perceptions of a psychic, or the readings from various technological devices.  That P.R.O. will include experts in various technologies as well as those who have evidenced psychic abilities is a testament to that perspective.  All angles must be covered if we are to learn about what the experiences represent.


We’re all excited about this venture, and what we might learn as field researchers from all over the world begin to really work together.  There’s much more to come on P.R.O.  

Stay tuned.

A BOOK I CAN’T SAY ENOUGH ABOUT…


…but I don’t have a lot of room here.


I very recently read a book called The Wizard’s Legacy (Leading Authorities Press, 2002).  Written by Craig Karges with Jon Saint-Germain, both fellow members of the Psychic Entertainers Association.  This book is inspirational and motivational, a tale of a young boy dazzled by an uncle who teaches him that there is real magic in the world, not just the stuff magicians can perform.  

Craig Karges is one of the most popular entertainers on the college and corporate circuits.  Calling himself an “extraordinist,” his performances somewhat defy definition, incorporating psychology, humor, intuition, and mystery.  He is also the author of Ignite Your Intuition(Health Communications, Inc., 1999), a phenomenal book on developing intuitive insight. His website is www.craigkarges.com.

Jon Saint-Germain is a professional psychic, palmist and mind reader, who both informs and entertains.  He is the author of Runic Palmistry (Llewellyn Books, 2001) and has a couple of new books forthcoming.  He is a member of my Office of Paranormal Investigations team (remote member, in Tennessee).  His website is www.jonsaintgermain.com.

The Wizard’s Legacy is a book I could not put down.  According to the authors’ description, the book is somewhat based in reality, and somewhat fictional:  “- part recollection, part speculation and part imagination. Looking back on a series of strange events, Craig Karges reveals how his path to success as an entertainer was not dictated by chance, but rather by an extraordinary plan conjured up years ago by his enigmatic uncle.

Through the book, the reader learns along with young Craig that nothing is impossible, if one is willing to open his or her mind to unlimited possibilities.  The main character, Doc DeLyle, teaches that “magic is all around us, if we only learn to open our eyes, our minds and our hearts to life's wonders. Each of us has the power to magically transform our lives, to become anything we want.”  The lessons continued for Craig even after the death of his uncle, 


On finishing the book, I felt elated and inspired.  Any book that makes me feel that way, and that also motivates me towards creativity and energy in my work is a book I need to tell everyone about.

KOLCHAK’S BACK


As a longtime fan of the 70’s TV movies and series Kolchak:  The Night Stalker, I thought FATE readers might be interested in this little tidbit.  The series, as you may know, was the inspiration for The X-FILES (according to that show’s creator, Chris Carter).  I was elated when Columbia House made the series available on video a few years ago. I was more excited when a new comics and graphic novel publisher announced that they would produce graphic novels about Kolchak.


The first graphic novel was an adaptation of Jeff Rice’s original book which became (at the time) the highest rated TV-movie ever, The Night Stalker.  The second was an adaptation of an unfilmed Kolchak script.  The third, “Fever Pitch” was an original tale of Kolchak by one of my favorite mystery writers Stuart Kaminsky.  The fourth ought to be out by the time you see this article.


You can find the books (which are short graphic novels) in most comic book shops, or through the publisher Moonstone Books (www.moonstonebooks.com).


Now if only someone would pick up the rights to a Kolchak movie…

