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LEAD:  “Should the Police work with unsolicited psychic advice … or should they have their own psychic task force?”











	With the constant chatter about psychic detectives, both pro and con, can psychics be organized to really work with law enforcement?  One man believes he has found a method to create teams that can really help provide good information on a variety of levels.  His model has  been in operation behind the scenes for nearly 18 years.


	Several years ago, I was contacted by a man named Fred Hansen, a psychic practitioner in Los Angeles who had started a group called the United Sensitives of America, a group intending to expand around the country and provide ethical and practical guidelines to psychics.  While the group itself never got too large, Fred impressed me with his desire to really organize psychics to eliminate unethical (and fraudulent) practices and to provide services to the general public in ways that he hoped would really benefit everyone.  He achieved much in the way of attention-getting and recognition for psychic practitioners through an awards ceremony for psychics in Southern California in the mid-80s, a ceremony that became part of the developing Whole Life Expo in Los Angeles for a time.  With Paul Andrews, the original owner of the Expo, he started the Intuitive Arts section of the Expo.


	Hansen has an amazing background for a psychic, though this background is not connected to the psychic field.  From the 50s to the early 60s, Fred Hansen was an actor and dancer in motion pictures, a choreographer for film and TV, and an active participant in entertainment unions.  After that, he worked as an agent for other dancers, singers, and other entertainers.  But he was hardly a psychic.  


	In 1979, Hansen had his “psychic opening,” during which he apparently and suddenly “knew” much about a woman he was meeting with.  This upset him more than a bit, even a few days later.  A friend of his suggested he see a psychic and gave him a referral that ended up helping to put things in perspective for him.  


	He started out doing some healing work, as he had experience doing massage, and later moved on to more clairvoyant and precognitive pursuits.  He met another psychic who suggested that he could use his talents to help people through helping the police.  That led to Fred thinking through just how to do that and his “dream” to see a group of psychics graduate from a police academy.


	His thought was to put together teams of nine psychic and intuitive practitioners, but also to provide guidance on the ethical front and other support for good practitioners.  These thoughts led to the formation of his United Sensitives of America group, and Unit 9.


	Unit 9 (for nine people) has worked behind the scenes as much as possible.   In general, Fred saw some serious problems for psychics operating as “crime solvers” out in the open.  First of all, there is always a chance a perpetrator will try to get revenge on anyone involved with a case, with non-police being easier targets.  Fred has kept things quiet because “I didn’t want to put my people in jeopardy … as it is, one of my people was stabbed” in the past.


	Secondly, by keeping the group out of a headline-grabbing limelight, there was less likely to be an immediate dismissal of their aid by law enforcement based on fear of being misrepresented to the public through the media.  “We wanted to gain credibility with police departments.”  


	In my own past experience getting to know the late Alex Tanous while I worked at the American Society for Psychical Research in the early 80s, keeping silent on case-work is often essential to any working relationship between police and psychics.  I recall several incidents where police came to discuss cases with Tanous at the ASPR, cases which, when covered by the media, left out any involvement by Tanous or any other psychic.  


	In addition, a credibility builder for such a behind-the-scenes psychic team is related to money:  “With two exceptions, we didn’t charge any money” and those that did pay (one for $20 and another with a $500 fee) were not police officers.


According to Fred, their group has provided input on cases being handled by various police agencies, the FBI, the US Army, and other agencies, some in which their help was asked for, others in which they provided (or attempted to provide) information that was unsolicited.  Verifying a track record for Fred Hansen and Unit 9 is difficult.  As with other psychics who work with law enforcement, getting anyone to confirm (or in some cases to deny) how much or how little help a group like Unit 9 is becomes often impossible, due to misrepresentation to the public by the media.  


Fred has complained about this piece, as have other psychics who have worked with police to some or great success.  Fred feels that “if credibility has been established by someone working in this field “ (of police psychics) “then that person should be brought into a case on an official basis.”  He also makes the point that “more than a few crimes have excessively high rewards for information, yet the psychics are blown off.”  He sees psychics stepping in before any reward-bearing outreach is done to the general public for information.


Is this feasible?  There are many factors that come into play around psychically derived information.  The psychic may provide a piece of the jigsaw puzzle that is the case, but if the piece is one already known, or is difficult to recognize as fitting with what is already known, the psychic’s value is limited or non-existent.  Working within the framework of the investigation, perhaps the psychic or psychic team can be focused on learning what is not yet known and can be directed to filling in gaps that will lead to the puzzle making sense.  If the psychics are part of the case team, what they provide might more clearly, and more quickly, be seen as useful or not.


By leaving the psychics on the outside, by not working with them to learn specific things necessary to solve the case, there may only be information floating in that makes sense after the case is otherwise solved.  This is a situation that is very typical of psychics working with police that we see in the media:  the psychic provides information that is useless in the solving of the crime, but is accurate when looked back on after the crime is solved.  All this does is make a statement that the psychic has some psi ability, not that the psychic is helpful in either solving or preventing a crime.


Fred Hansen wants to see the usefulness of these talents emphasized.  He has recently decided that the methodology of his team is a good one that should be shared with others around the country, and that law enforcement agencies ought to more or less bite the bullet and bring psychics and psychic teams into their departments to put them under their direct control.  His “dream” of seeing psychics graduate from police academies can also be switched to a focus on police officers learning to tap into their own intuition and psi abilities.  With the help of aerospace engineer Jack Houck, who has been around parapsychology for more than a decade with specific interests in psychokinesis, Hansen put together a proposal for the formation of “extra sensory police” units.  


	Unit 9 has taken a slightly different approach than other psychic teams I’ve seen.  In general the team is composed of nine people, although Fred told me as many as 22 have been used on a case.  The team typically uses three psychics, three astrologers, a graphologist, a psychic artist (one who is both psychic and artistically capable), and either a doctor, psychologist or psychiatrist.  Any information gathered about a particular case is shared within the team members and some sort of consensus is reached.  At that point, the information is passed on to law enforcement agents. 


	Whether one puts faith in astrology or graphology or in psychics in general, this multi-disciplinary team approach seems to provide several angles of viewing a case and its evidence.  From a disbeliever’s perspective, where psi doesn’t exist --- but practitioners are good “readers” of human behavior, such people might be good problem solvers who can look at a difficult to solve situation and see things people with other, more traditional training (like law enforcement officials) might not see (sort of like the idea that some people might be able to solve a puzzle if looking at it upside down).  From a believer’s perspective, where psi does exist but rarely comes up with a full picture of a situation, bringing a diverse group together may allow for many bases to be covered.


	Either way, if such a team were to work hand in hand with police, irrelevant information would more likely be identified immediately and potentially valuable pieces of information might enable immediate feedback that could lead the team closer to the needed information.  If the right questions can be identified, the right answers may be forthcoming (and maybe even obvious).


	The point of my column this month is partly to recognize Fred Hansen for plugging away at an idea that may really make sense, and to put out the word as he’s asked.  Fred wants to help others work off his Unit 9 model and set up such units around the country.  He’s looking for volunteers in the intuitive arts who see value in helping others --- but who also have no real personal need for publicity.  He’s also looking for creative law enforcement personnel who also might see value in helping to create, work with, and prove out such teams of “problem solvers.”  He sees these Unit 9 groups as working best with local police.  But ultimately, he sees the goal, that being creating a new model of information gathering and problem solving for law enforcement and related areas, directly involving police: either putting the psychics through police training or putting police through psychic training.


	Personally, I have to agree with Fred:  If the psychics are the police and/or the police are psychic, any controversy about the value of “psychic detectives” would soon go away.


	If you are interested in Hansen and Houck’s proposal for Unit 9 teams, or in helping to form such a team in your area, contact Fred Hansen (P.O. Box 721349, Pinon Hills, CA 92372).





