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	There are two questions I get asked most often about the field of Parapsychology:  Where can one get a degree?  Why isn’t there more research done?  I’d like to update you on the first, and maybe say something about the second.


	In past columns, I’ve mentioned the new graduate Parapsychology program at Rpsebridge Graduate School of Integrative Psychology in Concord, California, just a few miles east of San Francisco on the Oakland side of the Bay.  The program, with only a few students, is about to take a quantum leap that will, I believe, make prospective students more than a bit excited.


Rosebridge has gotten hundreds of questions about the degree program over the past couple of years, yet only a few students.  While many who inquire are quite serious about studying Parapsychology, many are still in high school or just getting started on their undergraduate degrees.  Still others are interested in coursework, though perhaps not a full degree program.  All want quality courses.  


But perhaps the single reason most people have to push aside their interest in attending Rosebridge’s degree program is location … location … location.  People simply can’t afford to up and move as they might have been able to in the past. Unfortunately, unless graduate students are willing to work hard at convincing another school to let them study in the field (and usually, attach that study to another degree), there are no other real choices in the United States.


I am happy to announce that the State of California has approved a distance learning program for Rosebridge, effective by the time you are reading this column.





What this means to those interested…





	According to Dr. Jon Klimo of the Rosebridge faculty and administration, the new distance learning offering “will utilize only Rosebridge’s existing State-approved education programs (i.e. curriculum), faculty, policies and infrastructure.  Students taking courses by way of Rosebridge’s distance learning delivery system will have the equivalent educational learning experience as those enrolled in Rosebridge’s residential program.”


	The distance learning component of the Parapsychology Program will be rolled out in several stages.  Single courses are being offered both for credit and non-credit enrollment.  Non-credit courses will be along the lines of adult or continuing education courses, though based on the same materials (and with the same faculty) as for-credit courses.


	For-credit courses of a non-degree nature are being offered as well.  Rosebridge is working up a prospectus for a “certificate” program, which, while not providing an actual degree in Parapsychology, will prepare distance learning students with appropriate levels of knowledge in laboratory and field research methodology and spontaneous case investigations.


	Under development are the complete Master’s and Doctor of Psychology degree programs which specialize in Parapsychology.  Students at Rosebridge currently can focus on a more or less straight Parapsychology track or a clinical Parapsychology track, which will include coursework and internships in counseling, leading to a goal of both degree and licensure as a counselor (though specializing in psychic / paranormal “issues”).  Unlike the residential M.A. and Psy.D. programs taken by students at Rosebridge, the distance learning degrees will not currently work for licensure.


	


	Anyone with an interest in Parapsychology is welcome to take non-credit courses. As to the for-credit courses, whether in a certificate program, a degree program or a one-course at a time situation, there is an admission procedure that distance learning students will need to follow.  Some courses may also be subject to having either taken a prerequisite or some form of assessment to indicate base knowledge in the area of the course.


	Some of the course titles are:  “Introduction to Parapsychology,” “Extrasensory Perception I & II,”  “Psychokinesis I & II,”  “Beyond Death:  Survival Research,” “Mental Healing,” “Clinical Parapsychology,” and “Spontaneous Cases and Field Research in Parapsychology.”  Faculty includes Dr. Jon Klimo, Dr. Jerry Solfvin, and yours truly.  Other parapsychologists and researchers will be included in the distance learning faculty as courses and programs get underway.


	Students in the for-credit classes will get to lap up the info, have fun, but will also be required to do some work:  students will have to regularly connect with faculty, take exams, write papers and conduct research projects.  


	Non-credit students get to lap up the info and have fun!





Delivery…





	This is where things are starting slow and will take stellar leaps into the future very soon.  


	To begin with, texts and other reading materials will be required (or suggested).  There will be text materials produced by Rosebridge faculty sent to students by the school.  These materials will be either hard copy or available on diskette.  


	Rosebridge faculty will be audio and video taping lectures and presentations for both credit and non-credit students.  Eventually, the school hopes to have materials available via CD-Rom.  


	Now we get into the technology era for sure:  Because of the pace of the world today, Rosebridge will try to take advantage of the email and Internet revolution.  Materials will be available via email or to be downloaded via a password protected site on the World Wide Web.  Email communication with instructors will allow students to have a near real-time communication process, thereby aiding in both the amount of information transferred back and forth, and the time it takes to complete a course.  


	Rosebridge plans to take advantage of the “chat room” format on the Internet so as to allow discussions between faculty and students (and allowing students to discuss the material with each other).


	Eventually, the goal is to have real-time interactive audio and video, to build on the idea of a “virtual classroom.”


	On the other hand, there is a recognition that many people out there still do not have computers.  Non-credit courses will always be available both by correspondence and electronically, and some of the credit courses may be offered via regular mail as well.  However, for those students truly serious about a degree (and generally the certificate programs), to make this all work well, and especially given that students will not have to physically move to northern California, an investment in a computer will be necessary.





	For information about the course offerings, certificate and degree programs, available materials, and fees contact:


	Jon Klimo, PhD


	Rosebridge Graduate School of Integrative Psychology


	1040 Oak Grove Road, suite 103


	Concord, CA 94518


689-0560  / Fax:  (510) 689-4456





More Research???





	I mentioned the other question had to do with why there isn’t more research in Parapsychology being done.  The simple answer is:  Funding (or a lack thereof).


	Parapsychology has been in a funding crunch for many years now.  While there has been research in places like the PEAR lab at Princeton and the lab at the University of Nevada a Las Vegas (as seen in the April, 1997 issue of FATE), research is generally holding on by a shoestring (budget).  Grants are tough to get (or non-existent).  Government funding? (Yeah, right!).  Field research (investigations outside the lab) are generally funded out-of-pocket by the investigators themselves (which explains why most of us “ghostbusters” sadly have to turn away many potentially good cases in different parts of the country; no travel funds).


	Rosebridge Graduate School, while beginning this exciting new program, is currently in need of funding for a lab, the library, and even faculty.


	On the other hand, just look at the ads in FATE.  The psychic phone lines, all together, take in billions of dollars every year.  Add in the amounts of money people spend on psychic readings (some real, many fraudulent; some good, some awful), as well as on New Age talismans, trinkets, books, and other products and the money is mind-boggling.


	People believe in psi.  People spend money on psi.  But people, while expressing an interest in research, investigation, and education in Parapsychology, don’t seem to want to spend any money to help researchers and investigators actually try to figure out what’s going on here.


	Has the existence of Psi been proven?  Yes to many through experience.  Yes to some through science.  But a big No to much of the world.


	Do we, who accept psi, know how it works?  Know its limits?  Understand how well (or badly) we can apply psi (or even when)?  Hardly, though we know some.


	I often hear complaints from people who believe in psi, and even from psychics, that parapsychologists ought to have figured things out by now or at the very least been able to prove the existence of psi beyond a shadow of a doubt.


	Unfortunately, such work takes people, equipment, time, and (dare I say it) money.


	So, folks (and here I’m talking to psychics and the believers who think parapsychologists should have had all the answers by now), put your money where your mouths are.  


	Just think, if every psychic put in just a few dollars a year, and everyone who goes to a psychic or calls one of those hotlines put in a dollar a year, and every one of those hotlines put in a minute percentage of what they make a year, there would be hundreds of millions of dollars available for researching the answers, investigating the phenomena, understanding psi, attempting applications of the abilities, educational opportunities, and, yes, jobs for more parapsychologists and investigators.


	Without more money, the field will plug along.  With funding, we may actually greet the millenium with answers and applications.


	Organizations like the American Society for Psychical Research and the Parapsychology Foundation, as well as places like Rosebridge Graduate School are non-profit and can even get you a tax deduction for any donations.  Or perhaps you have some link to a potential funder for research, investigation or education?  Or ideas for fundraisers?  


	How about putting some of your interest to work here.  If you have comments or ideas, please contact me at Rosebridge Graduate School at the above address (or at PO Box 875, Orinda, CA 94563-0875) or via email at esper@california.com.




















