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THE NOSTRADAMUS / Y2K CONTEST


As promised, I'd like to reveal the winners of the Nostradamus/Y2K Contest I proposed in the December 1998 FATE.


First, let me say that I appreciate the work the contestants went to in order to find such tenuous connections.  In order to do justice to the idea of relating a "prophecy" to a coming event, people needed to really look through and think about the thousand quatrains written by Nostradamus.  Thank you all for 

taking the time.  An extra thank you to those who tried but didn't come up with anything to submit.

Second, let me say I was incredibly disappointed at the (low) number of responses I got.  I received a only five via mail, and three via email.  I am surprised by that, given the number of people who have purchased one or more books on Nostradamus and who often tout his prophecies as truth.  Of course, the FATE audience may not include such folks, or perhaps I was a bit too cavalier in my attitude towards the prophecies; that they can be reinterpreted for so many events.  

In any event, let me say this was all in good fun.

As stated in the contest description, I was personally unaware of any particular quatrains being applied to the prophecies.  In judging the submissions, I looked toward a couple of things:  1) how close the cited quatrain might literally be connected to the Year 2000 computer problem and 2) how creative the submissions were in using metaphor in the interpretations.

The First Prize winner is Mrs. Aaron A. Rock, Sr. from Braxton, MS.  Citing Century I, quatrain 22 from THE FURTHER PROPHECIES OF NOSTRADAMUS by Erika Cheetham (New York:  Perigee / Putnam, 1985.  Page 64):  "A thing that exists without any original senses will cause its own end to happen through artifice.  At Autun, Chalan, Langres and the two Sens, there will be great damage from hail and ice."

Mrs. Rock says:  "I believe this quatrain is about Y2K because a computer has no original senses, it has only what man puts into it.  Also, artifice means: operation, and the computer in the year 2000 will cause its own problem because of the way it operates and therefore the end, at least of all outdated computers."  She goes on to say that the four cities in France could be where some of the worst problems are going to be, or could be "code words for other clues."

Thanks, Mrs. Rock.   By this time, you have already received the videotape of my two lectures and the first version of the HAUNTED AMERICA TV pilot (now a one hour direct to video show….more on that later).

Second prize goes to Waukeen Sanchez of Wadley, AL, who sent in six interpretations of quatrains based on "studying Nostradamus for some 15 plus yrs" and that "If in the future you'd like, I'll try to find some more when I can get away from my work."  Sanchez included interpretations of the translations of quatrains from THE COMPLETE PROPHECIES OF NOSTRADAMUS by Henry C. Roberts.  While not as near-literal as the one cited above by Mrs. Rock, the six quatrains can metaphorically be connected to computers, and therefore Y2K.  

Unfortunately, space precludes including all six quatrains and re-interpretations here, but for those of you wanting to take a peek yourselves, they are Century II quatrain 37, C. II q. 46, C.II q. 77, C. II q. 91, C.III, q. 24, and C. IV q. 12.  While the first two and the fifth are more easily imagined as connecting to computers, the others are less so; real imagination is required to stretch them to fit.  In any event, Waukeen Sanchez spent some time thinking about it and did come up with a good response.  Sanchez gets the second prize, a videotape of two of my lectures.

As to the third prize (a videotape of my ghost investigations lecture), that goes to Shelley McGinnis of Denton, TX for citing, interestingly enough, one quatrain also mentioned by Waukeen Sanchez (Century II, quatrain 46), which deals with a "great motor," mentioned by both Sanchez and McGinnis as referring to computers.  

Ms. McGinnis also cites another quatrain (C. II, q. 34), which mentions an eclipse of the sun and a "monster" seen in broad daylight (or full day, depending on the translation).  According to McGinnis, "there will, in fact, be a solar eclipse in August of 1999."  She goes on to relate it to the "four 9s" problem that will occur with some programs on Sept. 9, 1999 (9/9/99).  Four nines have been used in the past by programmers to indicate an "end program" code.

I want to add here that on August 21, 1999, there will be a non-Y2K date digit problem with the Global Positioning Satellite system.  While not dependent on dates, the satellites, which provide navigational and timing information all over the world, use date counters that rely on how many weeks have passed since being turned on.  They count to 1024 weeks, then roll over to "0000" on Aug. 21st.  There may be disruptions of the data provided by the GPS system.   Could that be what's referred to?

Fourth prize, a copy of my book MIND OVER MATTER, goes to Thomas T. Banks of Tiburon, NM.  Mr. Banks not only cited the solar eclipse quatrain (C. II, q. 34), but also found a more interesting modern-day prophecy connection.  

From THE PROPHECIES OF NOSTRADAMUS by Erika Cheetham (NY:  Perigee, 1973), Century VIII, quatrain 14:  "The great credit of gold and abundance of silver will cause honour to be blinded by lust; the offence of the adulterer will become known, which will occur to his great dishonour."

According to Banks:  "This quatrain may apply to the 16th century" (as Cheetham states) "but in my mind, it describes exactly the problems President Bill Clinton is experiencing right now" (written by Banks on Jan. 5, 1999).  So, Nostradamus like every other media savvy individual, could not ignore the frenzy around the President's indiscretion (yet I could find no mention of the name Lewinsky anywhere in the prophecies).

Other entrants mentioned the disaster from the sky happening, according to Nostradamus, the 7th month of 1999, as well as personal interpretations of other quatrains.  In those cases, looking at several translations of the quatrains as well as the new interpretations, it was much more than a stretch to see how they could connect to computers and Y2K.  Thanks to everyone who sent them in.  

One email from Victoria Stevens alerted me to the "Intel" prediction  (C. II, q. 6), which refers to "two scourges" and uses the French phrase "un tel" or "yn tel" or "vn tel," depending on the source you look at (means "the like").  Interpreters have taken this to mean "two flaws" and a misspelling or intentional linguistic pun on the word Intel (in tel  = un tel).  The quatrain, translated, uses the word "gates" (Bill Gates?) and refers to "two cities" (two corporations:  Microsoft & Intel?).  The flaws, of course, refer to problems with the Pentium chip.

I'd like to thank also D'An Ish El for sending me a lengthy piece pulling a variety of 20th century related quatrains with his notes.

To the rest of you, keep looking at the prophecies of Nostradamus with an open mind and eye.  Interpret them yourselves and I believe you'll find the same quatrains referring to new events every decade.  Such is the nature of vague predictions and multiple translations. (Note:  Or watch the new series THE FIRST WAVE on the Sci-Fi Channel for alien invader connections to Nostradamus).

GHOST-HUNTING EQUIPMENT


This past February, I was involved in a project near and dear to my heart:  HAUNTED AMERICA.  While mentioned in past issues of FATE as an unsold half-hour TV pilot, the producers, David Abbitt and Jude Gerard Prest, recently decided to shoot new segments for the show, increase content to one hour, and sell it to the general public as a direct-to-video item.  (Details on how to purchase it will be available in the next month or so).  Once enough of the first video are sold, we plan to go into production for the next edition.  The ultimate goal of the producers and myself is to create a self-perpetuating paranormal video series, unhampered by the rigid controls of TV networks.

I was quite excited about that prospect.  We decided to shoot one segment at the Moss Beach Distillery in Moss Beach, California, staying over two nights in a row.  We had a full team, including two psychics, several investigators and our TV crew.  What happened during the investigation will be the subject of my next column.

Typically, when we conduct investigations, we often use detectors of electromagnetic fields to provide additional sensors to anything unusual in the environment.  Such equipment does not, of course, detect ghosts per se, but are useful in looking for physical correlates to the perceptions / sensations / experiences of the witnesses and any sensitives we might bring in.  Do human beings have the capacity to detect anomalous magnetic fluxes in the environment?  Or are these magnetic (and other detectable energetic anomalies) somehow "footprints" left behind by apparitions and haunting "imprints"?

We're still working on that.  

Remember, if you are going to use detection gear of any kind (and that goes for cameras, both still and video, and audio recorders), a single reading (or photo) must be looked over with care.  There should be correlation to something else; at the very least someone (witness or psychic) having a perception of the "ghost" or a connection to a spot with a history of reported paranormal phenomena or experiences.  

And always know the limitations of your equipment and how "false" readings (or photos!) might come up….false in the sense that they are otherwise explainable and NOT paranormally connected when you look closely.

In order to do the investigation justice, given the size of the Distillery restaurant and the number of people on our team, we needed to obtain additional environmental sensors, since the meager equipment I own wouldn't have been enough.  So, after unsatisfactory contact with a couple of past providers, I was able to put the producers in contact with a new (to me) company that sells a variety of tools useful for environmental detection (and paranormal investigations).

LESS EMF is the name of the company.  A small outfit in upstate New York, they have a marvelously full catalog of EMF and related detection gear at comparatively modest prices.  Their website (www.lessemf.com) is a good starting place if you want to check things out immediately, otherwise call or send for their catalog.  Emil de Toffol, who runs the place, is incredibly knowledgeable and extremely helpful with regards to the equipment.

Let me recommend that you speak with Emil if you have any questions about what was used in our investigation, or if you have any ideas of your own about what might be detectable in such cases.  I was able to bounce quite a few thoughts off him, and found him extremely knowledgeable about the equipment and very helpful to us.

Just so you know what we decided on using, if you decide to pursue your own equipment purchases, the following were loaned to us by LESS EMF:


TRIFIELD METER (magnetic, electrical and radio/microwave frequencies; AC)


NATURAL TRIFIELD EM METER (magnetic, electrical and Sum; DC)


MICRO-ALERT (microwave)


MONITOR 4 RADIATION MONITOR


MSI-AJK-95 METER (magnetic and more)


Contact LESS EMF at 888-LESS EMF or 518-392-1946.  The address is 26 Valley View Lane, Ghent, NY 12075.  Email is lessemf@lessemf.com.  Ask for their catalog!  

A GREAT SITE FROM AN AUSTRALIAN PSYCHIC

I recently received a note and a link to a website from a psychic June Cleeland from Sydney, Australia.  You have to look at this (but expect the unexpected!!).

http://www.junecleeland.com 

THE BORLEY RECTORY SITE

The Borley Rectory has been called "the most haunted house in England."  Investigated over a number of years (1929-1938) by famed, controversial ghosthunter Harry Price, apparently scores of individuals witnessed unexplained sounds,  apparitions and physical phenomena there until the place was razed in 1944.  

Vincent O'Neil, adopted son of Marianne Foyster (who lived in the place from 1930-1935), has put together an exceptional website devoted to this "most haunted" place.  For historical info on the Borley Rectory, plus excellent lists of books and resources, go to:  http://www.borleyrectory.com/
