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PSI AND EVOLUTION:  A NEW/OLD IDEA?


In my last column (FATE, June 2000), I wrote about an interesting article entitled "Report on Spiritualism" by researcher/writer G.N.M. Tyrrell I found in the April  1960 issue of FATE Magazine.  In it, he discussed a variety of notions around consciousness and spiritualism, and the attitudes of skeptics and scientists.


But his next to last paragraph got me thinking.  All emphasis in the paragraph is mine.  Here it is:


"Now modern physics is beginning to discover the extending qualities of matter which entirely disrupt the view that the material world is simple and self contained.  At the same time psychical research and spiritualism are discovering properties belonging to ourselves which disrupt the same fallacy that we are self-contained within our bodies.   I do not think that the faculties we call 'paranormal' (call them anything else if you like) are queer or out-of-the-way oddities.  They are universal human faculties; but they have not been assimilated to bodily functions as have ordinary sight, touch, hearing, thought, etc., because they would not have fitted life in a material world.  Evolution rejected them.  At first sight it may seem that universal telepathy would have made life much easier.  But if we think again, we will see that it would not have fitted life in the world."  (pages 80-81)


Many people believe that psi functioning is something we have been evolving towards.  That humans are reaching for their spiritual potential, and the opening of psi abilities and awareness is what comes next.


Others believe that we have been evolving away from psi, that the abilities have been lost.   


But both positions can be contradicted to some extent.  

There is great evidence for animals and our ancestors (and current indigenous peoples) having psi.  Therefore it's hard to say we're evolving towards psi if it's been there all along.

On the other hand, we are getting a better handle on psi, and more people are at least coming out of the closet with their own recurring psi experiences.

So which is it?

Tyrrell seems to be saying that psi was, at least for people, an evolutionary mistake, possibly because it does seem to contradict the long belief that we are self-contained matter envelopes.  The idea of us being more than the body has, as most of us are aware, been a controversial idea especially in Science.

But Tyrrell can be right and wrong at the same time.  Perhaps it wasn't evolution of our bodies and brains that was needed to open the Pandora's box of psi.  Perhaps what has been necessary was an evolution of thought and belief, and an evolution of need.

For decades, prophets, mystics, metaphysicians, psychics and spiritual leaders have been saying we're headed for (have been headed for) a step up in spiritual evolution.  Many have suggested that a world-wide psychic opening of sorts is due for humanity.  

The implications of such an opening include both incredible experience and potential chaos.  Psi implies that we are connected by thought to the greater community of humanity.  Interconnectedness has been a key word for people in the psychic and physics communities, since the search for the Unified Field Theory that Einstein had barely begun is still underway.  

In addition to the idea of interconnectedness is the concept of responsibility.  Being able to deal with broadcasting one's own thoughts and receiving thoughts from others or information at a distance means brings with it much responsibility.  If you add psychokinesis to the mix --- thought into action --- having psi means taking much responsibility for one's thoughts, as well as the more obvious consequences of those thoughts.

Both ideas, interconnectedness and self-responsibility, might not be the most acceptible. Humans are stubborn.  We see ourselves as individuals, and preciously guard our thoughts (sometimes with out of line paranoia). And as the out of line litigation in our society demonstrates, people love fixing blame anywhere but on themselves.  Self-responsibility is an unpopular attitude.

Parapsychologists also know that psi is tied heavily to belief.  Belief that psi exists is one plus in having psi experiences and abilities.  Belief that it is possible --- or preferably definite --- that a person has it him/herself is a bigger plus.  If the implications of psi, interconnectedness and self-responsibility, engender resistance, belief might slide more towards the disbelief end of the spectrum.

In thinking about Tyrrell's comments, and in thinking about psi as it has previously appeared among us, it occurred to me that a psi "explosion" probably requires both an evolution of thought and belief among humans.  We need to understand and accept the idea that interconnectedness is a good thing.  We need to be more open to new information, new ideas, new thoughts, and we need to head towards desiring this.  And we need to want to add to the global flow of information.

That's finally happening, thanks to the Internet explosion.  The World Wide Web is truly becoming world-wide, with only language a barrier to being able to communicate with people in almost every part of the planet.  Humanity has in fact been evolving towards Interconnectedness, but it's been our technology that's been lacking.

Here's a thought:  What if the reason Psi has been non-necessary for our survival is that we really haven't needed it, as Tyrrell suggests?  But…

The push around the globe is now to get more and more information available to more and more people, faster and faster.  What could possibly be faster than direct mind to mind, or mind to event connections?  If psi actually worked well and reliably, couldn't that be a next step up from the Internet (albeit a biological one)?

Something tells me that the Internet may just be the necessary catalyst for a next step.  It can certainly bring on many social and political changes as people from different cultures, religions and backgrounds communicate in ways they'd never been able to.  Ideas --- both good and bad --- are flowing around the world, and as any good tyrant/despot knows, too much information can lead to change away from the old ways.

I believe we shall become a global community, through communication if not through political change.  I believe the need shall arise for more direct person to person and person to environment communications.   I believe that Psi, being NEED motivated, is bound to rear its head more and more to fulfill the needs of people.

What do you think?

GHOSTS:  VIDEO EVIDENCE


Back in April, I was interviewed by TV Producer/Director Bob Kiviat for a special called "GHOSTS Caught on Tape:  Fact or Fiction" (which aired on FOX-TV April 27th).  I was shown several video clips of ostensible ghosts, glowing orbs, a demonic clock, morphing statues and moving objects.  I was asked to comment on each of them, what I thought they might be.

While only a couple of the comments made it to the final cut of the show, my general feeling of such evidence did come across.  


As many readers of FATE might have gotten from past columns of mine, I have a problem accepting photos --- and now video --- as evidence of the existence of ghosts.  

Thanks to technology, there are more and more photos of supposed spirits appearing all over, from the Web to TV and magazines.  With the widespread use of videocameras, it was inevitable that unusual videos of such things would also show up.

There are two problems I have with photographic and video evidence.  Both problems arise from our own concepts of ghosts and psi functioning.  

Ghosts, or the more appropriate term apparitions, are ostensibly the spirits --- or soul or consciousness --- of once living people.  If they exist, their existence is likely to be a form of energy.  Their ability to communicate or be "seen," "heard," "felt," or even "smelled" has to do with telepathy.  That is, the apparition communicates with and projects information into the minds of us living folks.  

When one "sees" a ghost, that person is receiving information from the apparition which gets translated into visual data in the perceptual process.  It gets "added" to the data already coming through the eyes (think superimposed, like on TV).  If ghosts had a physical form that could reflect light (and therefore be easily photographed), everyone in a room where an apparition was being seen would see it, and all cameras would photograph it.

Some would say only those psychic enough to see the ghost actually can.  But does this mean the camera that takes a picture is also "psychic"?  If so, how?

How could the ghost be photographed or videotaped?  Perhaps the ghost, in some cases, is able to psychokinetically affect the film or videotape.  In effect, the apparition wills something to appear on  tape/film, just as in some ghost cases, apparitions are sometimes able to move objects --- with their minds, of course, since they have no physical body.

So, the problems I have with filmed or videotaped evidence are related to apparitions being a mental, psychic phenomenon.  We define such apparitions based on the human experience of them, rather that any physical signs, and we've always done so.

Problem #1:  If a photo or videotape of a "ghost" is taken in a location where no one is seeing or sensing the ghost at the time, there's nothing to connect the anomaly on the film or tape with an actual ghost.  One must at least give equal (if not greater) weight to other possible explanations for the anomaly on the film/tape.

If the photo or videotape is taken in a place that has at least had past ghost sightings, there's some greater weight that can be given to the possibility that the film/tape relates to a ghost.  If there's no history of apparitional encounters, much less weight should be afforded the ghost hypothesis.

Problem #2: If we allow for ghosts to affect film and tape via psychokinesis, why can't we allow for the possibility that the photographer/cameraperson is actually the one affecting the film/tape?  After all, we have direct observable evidence that living people can do this, but little direct experience with ghosts doing so --- the ghosts don't confirm or deny that they're doing it.

Past work in Parapsychology has shown that living people can affect film and videotape.  The best documented case of psychic photography was that of Ted Serios, studied by the late Jule Eisenbud, M.D., who wrote up his studies in the book THE WORLD OF TED SERIOS:  "Thoughtographic" Studies of an Extraordinary Mind" (New York:  William Morrow & Company, 1967).  A film is in the works about Serios, helmed by THE X-FILES creator Chris Carter.

In most recent photo and video cases, there is that lack of human experience of a ghost or spirit at the time of the photo/video being shot.  Therefore, it may be more likely that a living mind is responsible.  At least we know the living person is there.

My feeling is that most of the footage and photos I have seen over the past several years fall into a few categories.

There are those photos/videotapes taken that show some anomalies that are the result of photographic problems such as lens flares, reflections, unnoticed lighted/reflective objects in the environment, and the like.

There are those that might be of natural, though unusual, phenomena such as earth lights and ball lightning.

There are those that may be the result of psychic projection by the photographer or other living person in the environment.  Either the expectations of the photographer causes something odd to appear on film/tape or the photographic anomaly is just another way for the subconscious to blow off steam (of stress), as with poltergeist effects.

There are those that might actually relate to the same environmental anomaly that appears to allow us living folks to pick up on the history of a location.  Place memory, or haunting phenomena, is often linked mainly to human perceptions, but if a magnetometer can pick up unusual physical readings why not a camera?

Then there are those that might actually be a result of an unseen apparition "playing" with the camera.

Finally, there's always the chance of photographic and video manipulation.  Unfortunately, the same growth in technology that has led to widespread availability of digital cameras and videocameras has also led to the availability of computer programs that allow for enhancement, morphing, and other manipulation of photographic and video images.

Each must be looked at carefully.  While one cannot ever rule out the possibility of a "spirit,"  unless there's some connection to current (preferable) or past (acceptable) human experience with said "spirit," the other explanations are more likely.  

On the psi front, without that ghostly experience, we can't even downplay the possibility that the photographer was responsible with his/her own PK.

So, when I am often heard to say that "photographic evidence by itself is worthless," what I mean is that without a human witness to define the phenomenon as a "ghost" we have too many other possibilities, including the psychic one, to ever say a piece of film or video shows a ghost.

That is, until an apparition appears and volunteers to be part of a photo and video test program.

