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This time around, let’s do a little news update on a few things happening in the world of Parapsychology and psychic phenomena and the growing amount of good information available from the organizations in the field.  The focus here is on organizations that have more than a little information available online.  While I recognize that many FATE readers may not be part of the online community, the reality of how information is delivered these days is that more and more is available for free or economically online, due to the sheer economics of printing, mailing and personnel costs being underfunded otherwise.
THE PARAPSYCHOLOGY FOUNDATION


After many years in its home on East 71st Street, the Parapsychology Foundation will be relocating, putting their building up for sale which will allow continuation of existing and new programs.  The PF is currently looking for a new home for their fabulous library and organization.  

Meanwhile, two of their own, Dr. Carlos Alvarado and Nancy Zingrome, have established a virtual office in Charlottesville, Virginia, where they’ll continue their work overseeing the various PF programs and publications.  Charlottesville, by the way, is the location of the Department of Personality Studies in the University of Virginia’s School of Medicine the University of Virginia.  That department, overseen for decades by reincarnation researcher Ian Stevenson, continues its long history of survival research.  

The PF has continued its commitment to reach out to the public through its continuing Psychic Explorers Club, Lyceum, and Psi-Mart.  The Club is open to all, and provides an online forum for members with similar interests to connect from all over, to discuss a wide variety of topics, and to have their questions answered and discussions expanded on by forum moderators. Members also receive discounts at the PF’s online Psi-Mart, which offers books, videos, CDs, and a variety of other publications, both from the PF and from other publishers. 

The Lyceum is that program of the PF that provides forums, courses and seminars.  The Lyceum website (see below) offers many of these course and other materials.  In addition, the Lyceum recently began a Student Affiliate Program aimed at helping interested students get to reliable information on parapsychology (especially important in these days of so much junk-info on the Internet).  Through the Student Affiliate Program, the PF hopes that students at various schools and universities will be able to connect with others, leading to Lyceum events at their sites.


While the PF is in transition, the contact information is:
Parapsychology Foundation

P.O. Box 1562, New York, NY 10021

Phone: 212-628-1550  /   Fax 212-628-1559

Websites:  PF Main site is www.parapsych.org
The PF Lyceum:  www.pflyceum.org ; the Psychic Explorers Club: www.psychicexplorers.com; and the Psi-Mart: www.psi-mart.com
By the way, while the PF is increasingly online-focused, they do have information about their publications and other materials available by regular mail, for those of you who prefer to do your contacts and shopping offline.

DIVISION OF PERSONALITY STUDIES


According to their own brochure, the Division of Personality Studies is “a unit of the Department of Psychiatric Medicine at the University of Virginia that utilizes scientific methods to investigate phenomena relevant to the nature of consciousness and its relationship to matter.”  A mouthful, perhaps, but with a 37 year history of looking at evidence for survival of bodily death such as reincarnation, the Division has provided much interesting and provocative data for the field of parapsychology.  The Division’s founder and Director until 2002 was Dr. Ian Stevenson.  Since 2002, Dr. Bruce Greyson has served in that position.

While best known for their research into reincarnation focused on “children who seem to remember previous lives,” these days the Division also studies near death experiences, out of body experiences, apparitions and after-death communications, and deathbed visions.  


Visit the Division of Personality Studies on the web at www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/DOPS.  


By regular mail:  Division of Personality Studies, P.O. Box 800152, Charlottesville, VA 22908-0152

IONS


The Institute of Noetic Sciences in Petaluma, CA, has a great website with information on their worldwide organization, their publication SHIFT, their programs and projects and much more.  Their current research focus is in three areas, Extended Human Capacities, Integral Health & Healing, and Emerging Worldviews.  On the site is information relating to the research, including their psycho-physical research lab, and the online games set up by Dr. Dean Radin to test your intuitive abilities.  Visit them on the web at www.ions.org.

By regular mail:  Institute of Noetic Sciences, 101 San Antonio Road, Petaluma, CA 94952.  Phone: 707-775-3500.
SPR


The world’s oldest research organization into psychic phenomena, the Society for Psychical Research recently took a major step forward into the 21st Century by making their entire library of the full text of the SPR Journals and Proceedings from 1884 available to members online.  This is an amazing accomplishment, and the amount of information tops 60 thousand pages. Visit (and join) the SPR online at www.spr.ac.uk/ 
By regular mail:  Society for Psychical Research, 49 Marloes Road, Kensington, London W8 6LA Great Britain

THE PA


The Parapsychological Association is the professional association of parapsychologists from around the world.  While not a very large organization, it continues the work of supporting the community of parapsychologists.  On the website, you’ll find information on the membership, basic information on the field, and information on current research in the field.  In addition, links to research centers can be found here, as well as information on the annual meetings of the PA, which are open to the public [note: the 2004 meeting is happening in Vienna, Austria, as this issue hits the newsstands.  2005 is scheduled for Petaluma, CA].  The PA does provide affiliate and student affiliate memberships, in addition to their professional status.  Visit them on the web at www.parapsych.org.  

By regular mail:  Parapsychological Association, Inc., 2474-342 Walnut St., Cary, NC 27511.
THE RRC


The Rhine Research Center in Durham, NC, provides information on their activities, including very interesting abstracts of recent and current research projects in parapsychology.  If you’ve any interest in the kinds of research going on these days at the center originally founded by the late J.B. & Louisa Rhine, this is the website to go to.  In addition, you’ll find information about the events held at the RRC and more.  Visit the RRC online at www.rhine.org

By regular mail: Rhine Research Center, 2741 Campus Walk Avenue, Building 500, Durham, NC 27705.  Phone:  919-309-4600.
THE KOESTLER UNIT


At Edinburgh University in Scotland, the Koestler Parapsychology Unit has been leading the way for parapsychological research in the UK and Europe for many years.  Current research topics include detection of normal and remote staring, looking at psi-conducive states of consciousness, considering “magnetic field effects on human subjective randomness,” and more.  Visit the Unit on the web at http://moebius.psy.ed.ac.uk/ 

By regular mail: 
Koestler Parapsychology Unit, 

School of Philosophy, Psychology and Language Sciences, 

University of Edinburgh 
7, George Square 
Edinburgh EH8 9JZ 
United Kingdom.
ASPR


The oldest organization in the U.S., the American Society for Psychical Research provides a variety of information resources for members and others.  Among other things on their website is a catalogue of often hard to find books and videos about the field to purchase.  To visit the ASPR online, go to www.aspr.com.

By regular mail:  ASPR, 5 West 73rd Street, New York, NY 10023.  Phone: 212-799-5050.
CSPS


The California Society for Psychical Study, a small Berkeley, CA based group, holds monthly lectures from September through June.  However, the reason I mention the group is that it has an extensive video and audio tape library of dozens of researchers, experts and psychic and other practitioners, which are available for sale to the public.  For a partial list, visit their website at www.ca-sps.org.


As I’m a past President of the group and have volunteered to distribute information on the tapes, if you’d like a list sent via snail mail, send a note with your name and address to The Office of Paranormal Investigations, P.O. Box 875, Orinda, CA 94563-0875.  You may also call OPI at 415-249-9475 and leave a message – make sure you request the video list and leave your name and address (and do remember to speak slowly and clearly).
PARANORMAL NETWORK

Finally, let me put a slightly self-serving note in about my own website, the Paranormal Network.  I’ve tried to put up a lot of good information on psychic phenomena, including a variety of articles (though mostly from myself, I do have others contributing from time to time).  Visit the homepage of my website at www.mindreader.com/home.

