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This time around,  I’d like to review an exciting new source of psi information and interaction and to say good-bye to a friend of us all.





BECOME A PSI-EXPLORER





	In the early ‘80s I worked for the American Society for Psychical Research in New York City.  At the time, the Psychophysical Research Laboratories was active in Princeton, NJ, run by the late Charles Honorton.  I was fortunate to get to know a number of folks there at the lab during my time on the East Coast.   One of them, Mario Varvoglis, Ph.D, moved to France a few years later and only recently came back into contact with me.


	Last summer, Mario introduced something new on the parapsychological scene to his colleagues:  a CD-ROM product that covers many bases and allows much interaction for those having an interest in psychic functioning, research, and investigation.  The CD is called PSI EXPLORER and before I get to specifics, let me say that it is on the market and I highly recommend it.


	Having gone into the CD-ROM for a few hours now, this short review of it will not do it real justice.  In fact, there’s still more for me to view and play with, and I look forward to keeping the CD easily available as a reference source and a means to continually test my own meager psi talents.


	When you first enter the program, set up like a hollowed out mountain, you begin in a virtual room called the CRYSTAL, which gives you access to five doorways.  You can get short presentations of each of the five rooms behind the doors, as well as an general introduction to psi phenomena.


	Here’s a quick run-down of the five rooms, which can lead you further into the “mountain”:


	The FORUM:  Here you can explore differing views on psi phenomena, including psychological and physical sciences perspectives.


	The LAB gives you an overview of the history of psi research and experimentation, including video presentations on some experiments, examples from real laboratory sessions, and access to  the TEST ROOM, where you can try your mind at tests of telepathy, clairvoyance and precognition.  Spending time here will allow you to see whether you can use the feedback and analysis the program provides to improve your scores.


	The SPHERE room is a “place” to get in touch with your inner self.  A guided visualization program teaches you to quiet your mind and hopefully gain connection to your intuition. 	


	The GATE is a game that, according to the on-screen guide, “is designed to stimulate intuitive functioning and to induce a state of consciousness conducive to psi” while still staying experimentally sound.  In fact, Mario has put much thought and hard work into all the psi tasks one can try in PSI EXPLORER, so that one can get results that reflect statistical analyses one might find in a real lab.  The Gate is a visually interesting and symbolically engaging game that you’ll want to try again and again.


	The last door is to the LIBRARY.  This is a room that will lead you to a variety of information sources and topics ranging from research to real-life psi experiences, from applied psi to spontaneous case investigations (and to the researchers and investigators and organizations involved).  This is a great collection of information about psi experiences and applications, spontaneous cases, surveys,  and resources.


	According to the information provided on the PSI EXPLORER website, where one can even take a guided tour of the CD,  the disk provides over an hour of video and animations, more than 150 pages of text (with the capability to print), plus the highly interactive intuition and psi tests, trainings, and games.


	As someone who teaches courses in Parapsychology, I am putting PSI EXPLORER on the “required ‘reading’” list for my courses.  Anyone with a serious interest in psi (and anyone who’s wanted to have access to a variety of testing/training programs) should get this CD-ROM.  


	At present, PSI EXPLORER is available for PCs (Mac version should be coming soon) for $44.95 (US; plus $5 postage and handling).  Mail orders go to Innovative Product Marketing, attn: Psi Explorer Sales, P.O. Box 380711, San Antonio, Texas 78268.  MasterCard and Visa are accepted.  Orders may also be faxed (MC, Visa) to (210) 543-8432.  There is also a telephone automated order line for credit card orders.  Call (210) 532-8432.  


	For a view of PSI EXPLORER on the Web, go to http://www.psi-explorer.ilias.com


 





MY FRIEND MARTIN CAIDIN





	Martin Caidin died of thyroid cancer March 24th, 1997.  He was more than a good friend to me; he became a mentor and, I like to believe, a kindred spirit.  Here are just a few thoughts about him.  I, and others, plan to do more in future issues of FATE.





	Before meeting Martin Caidin in person in 1992, I was well aware of him as a writer.  I was a fan of both the TV show, THE SIX MILLION DOLLAR MAN, and the book the series was based on, CYBORG (and I’d since read all the subsequent novels, most of which were by Martin Caidin).  I’d read a number of other science fiction adventure novels by him, as well as his first paranormal book, GHOSTS OF THE AIR.  I had no real idea, on hearing that he, too, would be speaking at a conference in Nebraska I would be featured at, that he would have such an impact on my life.


	Though maybe I should have…


	A week before the conference, I mentioned his name to my father, Dick Auerbach.  My father had been with NBC for nearly 30 years, including a stint with NBC News covering the Mercury and Gemini space shots.  It turned out my father had known him back in those days.  


	A few days before the conference, I came home from teaching a late-night class and flipped on the TV.  As I was shifting channels quickly, I caught the name “Martin Caidin” being spoken.  I stopped on that channel; it was a show called STUNTMASTERS, and it featured a segment in which Marty was flying his old JU-52, Iron Annie, while setting the world record for having the most people out walking on a wing of the plane.  


	I remember thinking how interesting this guy was going to be.  I had no idea…


	At the conference, I was impressed by Caidin’s straight, no-nonsense demeanor.  He stated things without equivocation.  Yes, there was psychic ability.  Yes, people could move objects.  Yes, he could do it.  


	I helped set up the targets for the demonstration that first night, specifically because I wanted to make sure no trickery was involved.  While very little was moved (targets under an inverted aquarium tank), it, and what came after (a wonderful session of reminiscences about the early days of NASA --- when I mentioned my father, and that he had known him, he stopped short, looked at me hard and said “Not THAT Auerbach!”), was enough to get me hooked into Caidin’s world.  


	It was his storytelling.  It was his sense of humor.  It was his intelligence.  It was his instant acceptance of me.  All of it, all of him, connected with me.


	I visited Martin Caidin on several occasions in Florida, watching him turn targets, move objects, and teach others to do it.  We did workshops together in Nebraska (where he burned out a hard drive on my laptop) and California, also spending time telling ghost stories to our audiences.  We worked together on a TV pilot, HAUNTED AMERICA (now in home video release).  He impressed me with his attitudes towards psi and developing it, experiencing it, and teaching it.  He shared with me his journal of discovering, working on, his telekinetic abilities, part of which he allowed me to reprint in my book MIND OVER MATTER. 


	He shared his other psychic and ghostly experiences with me, as well as the experiences of many people close to him.  He offered help and guidance for my own writing and speaking on the subject.


	Yes, he taught me much about the world of the paranormal.  But it was the Caidin attitude that taught me even more.


	Because of Martin Caidin, I feel I am a stronger writer, and a better writer.  In fact, I plan to do something very soon we had tossed around for the two of us:  my first project in the realm of fiction.  The ideas we discussed are very alive in my head right now.  I need to get them down on paper (or computer) soon.


	Because of Martin Caidin, I am a better investigator of the paranormal (and the normal).  He encouraged me to ask both the tough and the weird questions, to get to an answer, no matter how weird or unusual it seemed (and non-paranormal explanations can also be in this category).  He taught me to stand by those answers, until someone could come up with a better one.


	Because of Martin Caidin, I am not afraid to say what I believe or to make excuses for the lack of proof if proof is not possible given our current framework of technology and science.


	Because of Martin Caidin, I am willing to push back on the disbelievers.  He drove home the fact that strong disbelief is as much faith as strong belief.


	Because of Martin Caidin, I KNOW that calling something impossible today means nothing tomorrow.


	A comment by Marty on one of the cases we did has become my calling card:  “It shouldn’t be happening…but it IS!”





	Finally, let me share something that happened a little over a week after his death.  


	I was driving to the Oakland airport early in the morning on Wednesday, April 2nd, to fly to Portland, Oregon.  I was listening to the radio, with no particular thoughts about anything but my schedule in Portland for the day.  Suddenly, my car seemed to fill up with the smell of cigar smoke; the kind Marty used to smoke.


	My car is but a few months old and no one has smoked so much as a cigarette in it.  I KNEW it was Marty’s way of saying he was “there” with me.  While I got no response, I spoke aloud about how much he’d be missed, and the impact he’d had on my life.  As I said good-bye, the smell cut out completely, as though it had never been there.  


	He was gone.  But never, ever, forgotten.





	Thank you, Martin Caidin, for all you did for me, and for your lasting impact on my life and my work.


	


	





	


	

















