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LOYD AUERBACH
More on The Moss Beach Distillery's Ghost…


I mentioned a while back that there'd be some interesting goings on at one of my favorite haunted restaurants, the Distillery in Moss Beach, CA (near San Francisco).  For several years, I have been visiting there as both an investigator (of their ghostly "Blue Lady") and as a performer (of psychic entertainment).  


As to the former, employees continue to report occasional goings on that can be attributed to the Blue Lady.  As to the latter, last November, and again in April, psychic Annette Martin (see my columns in FATE, August and December 1996) doubled up with me for special evening events.  During the events, I performed some mindreading and other psychic feats of the entertainment variety, while Annette ended up playing medium for the Blue Lady (who likes to be called Kate).


While I know some FATE readers may question this combination of pseudo-psychic display (me) and mediumship (Annette), the combination worked well for the audiences, for Annette, and for the ghost (after all, if anyone should be upset, it ought to be the psychic and the ghost).


Annette (or Kate, through Annette) provided us with more information each session about the Blue Lady than we had gotten before.  Interestingly enough, there were a number of items Annette provided that had also been spoken by two other psychics (and one or two local witnesses) who had been in some sort of "contact" with the ghost.  More interesting is the fact that these items were not common knowledge (I try to hold some things back from the public for just such situations).


The Blue Lady has passed along her opinion that she the more fun people have at the restaurant, the happier she is, so mixing magic and psychic is fine with her.


The April "show" was held for an audience of reporters to promote a new feature of the restaurant (I'll get to that in a moment).  During the evening, reporters got to chat with Annette and I while being entertained by my fellow magician Robert Kane and palmist Michael Riley.  I had them with their mouths open by the time I finished my act, and then Annette drew them in.  It was a rare chance for a bunch of reporters to ask questions of both a psychic and a spirit.  


Kate, who was knifed to death on the beach below the restaurant by her estranged husband during the early '30s, became upset whenever her husband was mentioned (outwardly, Annette portrayed Kate's distress).  Very interestingly, the two electromagnetic field detectors I had beside Annette, which each measure different frequency ranges, BOTH began registering high readings whenever the subject of the husband came up (but not at any other time).


Annette and I will continue these events at the Distillery beginning in the fall, so if you happen to be in the San Francisco Bay Area, check the place out.


The new feature of the restaurant I mentioned above is a series of reenactments.  John Barbour, the owner of the Distillery, wondered what would happen if the ghost was "helped" along with a few special effects reenactments.  I, too, wondered whether such effects would help or hinder the ghostly goings on and the events reported by visitors.  Fortunately, there is a model of psychic functioning that says, basically, that a little artificial help can actually increase paranormal occurences.


That model, put succinctly by the late British psi researcher Kenneth Batcheldor, was used to great success by the Philip Circle in Canada a number of years ago (see the book CONJURING UP PHILIP:  An Adventure in Psychokinesis by Iris M. Owen with Margaret Sparrow).  A little fun "trickery" can help witnesses get over their inhibitions of actually acknowledging the phenomena.

Therefore, strictly for the fun and amazement of the restaurant's patrons (and perhaps because the ghost is not active every day), the Moss Beach Distillery has installed a few "special effects" designed  as reenactments of some of the more frequently reported happenings cause by the Blue Lady.


The reenactments are directly related to past reported (and often repeated) events attributed to Kate, the Blue Lady.  These include:  swinging lamps above the bar, sounds of honky tonk pianos and people partying where no such sounds should be, strange rapping noises coming from many places at once, the shadow of a figure moving across a stained glass window in one of the dining rooms, a chair in the entryway bouncing up and down, and a ghostly face that appears in the mirror in the ladies room.

There'll be some controversy over these effects, I'm sure."  Disbelievers will claim that it's been a hoax all along.  To them I can say we know when these effects went into operation, and it's recent!  The effects can't account for the decades of experiences reported by so many people, including people who knew nothing of the "legend" of the Blue Lady.


What of the folks at the opposite end of the spectrum from the debunkers?  True believers of spiritual phenomena may note that such reenactments will insult the ghost, make her go away.  If that were true, the TV coverage, including reenactments shot by UNSOLVED MYSTERIES and a forthcoming show on the History Channel would have already affected her.  Not so.  There are still non-effects related events being reported.


In fact, even David Richardson of D.R. & Associates, who installed the effects, has been experiencing a number of events and encounters with the Blue Lady as he and his crew have worked after hours.  And Annette Martin has assured me in her contacts with Kate (and we've asked Kate more directly when Annette's been channeling her) that she is happy with anything that will draw people to the restaurant.  The ghost has made one emphatic point to each of the psychics and other witnesses who have asked her why she's still there: she likes to be around people, especially people who are happy, since she (the ghost) expects her lost love (a piano player at the original restaurant she was in love with before she died)  to also be drawn there.


At present, I have the owner and others on the lookout for reported events at the Distillery.  Since we know what and the reenactments are and exactly when they happen (computer control), we can eliminate the effects, and look at what's left over more readily.  I expect that more people will report things via asking an employee "how's that effect work, anyway"  (no longer any fear of ridicule for witnessing an event that would otherwise have no explanation).

***********************************

A PREDICTION FOR THE YEAR 2000


I'd like to make a prediction (actually a couple) for the turning of 1999 to 2000: 

1)   There will be heavy duty partying on New Year's Eve, December 31, 1999.


2)  There will be a number of suicides on that day…people who may want to end it all to avoid seeing the world itself end the next day (this because of so many doomsayers that get so much press).

3) There will be a number of suicides on the first day of the year 2000…people disappointed that the world did NOT end as so many predicted.

4) There will be some amount of chaos wherever computers are concerned, in the running of major and minor computer networks, with government agencies (especially the IRS), with industry, and more.  Computers will malfunction, shut down, or spew nonsense.  Devices (appliances, electronic systems) will break down and malfunction causing much damage or shut down.  There will be lawsuits.

5) When the world doesn't have it's major physical upheavals, there will be psychics, prophets and others who will claim their predictions of the end of the world (or major upheavals) actually were talking about the computer/electronic chaos and its results.

Okay, let's look at these.

Number 1 is obvious (even though the millenium doesn't actually turn until January 1, 2001…remember, there was no year zero… 1999 is the big party year).

Number 2 and 3 are based on sociological, historical and psychological projections.  At the end of every century there is unrest.  At the end of a millenium, big unrest.  Many people believe the doomsayers  that the world will have major physical upheavals (and who, I firmly believe, are absolutely wrong).

Number 4…well, if you haven't heard yet, it's true.  

The Millennium Bug, also called the Year 2000 Problem, is a glitch in a lot of old computer hardware and software.  "Old" here is a relative term, in that the problem may exist in very recently created equipment and software.

The problem has to do with how computers, programmed chips, and software relate to dates.  Typically, to save memory space, the year is given a two digit number, such as 98 for this year.  When we hit 2000, the date will be "00" which will typically be interpreted as the year 1900.  Oops!

Experts tell us that everything with either date code or date logic needs to be updated so 2000 is received as the correct year, otherwise computers and devices using embedded programmed chips will crash, malfunction, and/or provide nonsense data.  Malfunctions with devices with the chips could cause devices to go on and off or speed up/slow down when they're not supposed to, bringing on more significant problems (for example, if a sprinkler system decides to turn on, there could be property damage).

Predictions of damage that could occur goes from minor to catastrophic.


The major issue here is that while most companies know about it, the readiness of small to large companies is all over the map.  Big companies are putting massive resources to this issue, but the middle to small companies may have no idea what to do (and very small businesses may know nothing about it….yet).


The year 2000 computer problem, generally being referred to as "Y2K" or the Millenium Bug, 

will hit the news more and more as we approach the fatal-error date.  I suggest you start reading up on it now.  It's an eye opener.


As to my last prediction, I'm basing that on past experience with people who make predictions on a grand scale.  They either ignore their misses (and from my point of view, since the future is not yet made, there should be many predictions that don't occur simply because the predicted future was prevented by some other events and decisions) or they latch on to some other event that could stand in for what was predicted.


You think Nostradamus was thinking computers when he predicted upheavals in 1999?

*******************

SIDEBAR ITEMS:

For more information  on the Year 2000 computer problem, I recommend a couple of overview books: TIME BOMB 2000: What the Year 2000 Computer Crisis Means to You is by Edward Yourdon & Jennifer Yourdon (Prentice Hall Computer Books, 1998, $19.95) and THE MILLENIUM BUG:  How to Survive the Coming Chaos by Michael S. Hyatt (Regnery Pub., 1998, $24.95).  

I'm happy to announce that the "sacred text" on channeling and mediumship has just been published in a new, updated edition.  CHANNELING:  INVESTIGATIONS ON RECEIVING INFORMATION FROM PARANORMAL SOURCES by Jon Klimo is now available (North Atlantic Books, 1998, $19.95).  

All three above books are available from Amazon.com

Here are a couple of websites that should be of interest:  

Find out more about Annette Martin at  via a link at the Paranormal World site, 

www.cdworld.com/cgi-bin/nav?parnorm
Noreen Renier, a Florida psychic who's worked with law enforcement, can be found on the web at www.atlantic.net/~nrenier/

Find Uri Geller on the web at 

www.urigeller.com
