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WHO’S REALLY INTERESTED IN THE PARANORMAL?


Over the last year, I’ve seriously stepped up my lecturing around the country, the majority of these appearances being at colleges and universities.  As of September, I’m taking a bigger step with even more lectures, meaning more colleges and a bit more traveling.  I have been asked why this is so.


The fact is that Parapsychology is not the most lucrative field in the world, unless you’re a psychic practitioner (and even then).  Not that this is anything new.  While traveling so much is hardly anyone’s “dream,” being on the college lecture circuit does a number of things for me.  First, it does financially help support all the other work I do, such as my investigations of apparitions, hauntings, poltergeists and other psychic phenomena.  


But more than that, it gives me an opportunity even my books and my writing for FATE could only touch somewhat:  the ability to reach young people who are interested in the paranormal, but who knew nothing about my writing or about FATE.


My own interest in parapsychology predated my college days, and I actively sought out everything I could read on the subject.  I was fortunate in having parents, high school teachers and even neighbors who were both supportive and even suggested some of those sources.  Few are that fortunate, I believe.  Given that the typical college does not offer courses in parapsychology, lectures such as mine may offer the impetus --- and the resource --- for students to learn more about the subject.


As to why colleges don’t offer such courses, the reasons range from flat out disbelief of faculty and administration (meaning they believe the subject itself is not credible or worthy of study) to belief that such a subject is inappropriate (often for religious reasons) to what I believe may actually be the main reason:  university economics and politics.


Many universities cannot engender a new program or course of study because the budget of the university doesn’t allow it (unless or until such a program comes with donations --- dollars --- attached).  That there is not a job market out there crying for more parapsychologists is also part of that equation.


University politics often revolve around such economic realities.  Many years ago, at a community college outside of New York City, I had to go through some hoops that really illustrated this.  I was about to teach an adult education course, but had to get approval from the department its subject fell under.  The head of the Social Sciences department warned me there’d be opposition --- not from skepticism (though that was the form of the argument), but because of simple economics.  If my course was successful and was requested by students later for credit, the school could offer my course as such, but would have to drop one of the lower enrolled social science courses.  The department head said the two professors who taught those classes that could be affected would be my opposition.  He was right.


The fact is that many faculty members might come from the same position of self-preservation, though using the arguments of the skeptics seems more “mainstream” and less self-serving.  But the fact remains that colleges may not start such courses or programs simply because there’s no funding for them up front.


What that means is that while there’s a huge interest amongst college students, their exposure to parapsychology and studies of other anomalies comes from their own personal research and exploration (books, TV, magazines and the Internet) and from very occasional lecturers like myself.  Of course, there are some professors who may be interested themselves and offer some guidance to the students (like I fortunately had at Northwestern U years ago).


When I or others dealing with the paranormal go into a university to lecture, we’re not sponsored or brought in by a particular program or professor, but by the “activities” or “student programs” folks.  These are the same committees that bring in all sorts of speakers (from politicians to scientists) and entertainers (from comedians to actors to musicians).  Fortunately, such programs are open to the entire student body, and often to the local townspeople.


To my mind, the reception (and often the crowds) I’ve gotten have indicated a real thirst for knowledge amongst college students, and comments and questions have indicated a real dearth of sources aimed at the future generations of our world.


I have been told that FATE will be changing slightly in hopes of attracting a younger readership.  While I hope that does not alienate even one of our “older” readers (I include myself in that group and I hardly consider myself “old”), I am personally convinced that if younger people get seriously interested and involved in asking questions about the paranormal, the demand may grow strong enough that we will all benefit.


How?  If the demand is strong enough, courses will be taught at universities.  Graduates will continue their interest in their post-graduate lives (in school or the working world).  Perhaps sources of funding will be persuaded to aim more directly at studies of psi and other anomalies.  

Appealing to the curiosity --- and energy --- of youth, and providing some avenues for that energy to move can only benefit all of us “older” folks who also seek answers to some very important questions.


For those of you who want to catch my lectures this fall, as of right now (writing this in May), my schedule is still forming for September and October.  I will have some dates for my October column (out in mid-September), but you might check with your local colleges in early September to see if I’m headed your way (my lecture is entitled “Exploring the Real-Life X-Files:  Ghosts”).  

WHO CAN YOU TURN TO FOR PARANORMAL BROADCASTS


While the May issue of FATE provided a profile of Art Bell and mentioned just a very few other radio broadcasters, apparent space considerations prevented the magazine from mentioning a couple of very good friends of FATE.


Dr. Bob Hieronymous has been heavily involved in the New Paradigm movement for many years.  Since 1988, he has hosted 21st CENTURY RADIO, first out of Baltimore, and now syndicated across the country on the American Radio Network.  His guest list over the last several years reads like the table of contents of several issues of FATE, and he has helped promote the magazine through interviews of its columnists and writers.


In addition to radio broadcasting, Dr. Bob is heard from 10 to midnight (Eastern time) on the Liberty Works Radio Network (LWRN), which is broadcast on the World Wide Web (yes, that means you need a computer with Internet access to hear it that way --- but that means it can be heard worldwide).


For more info on Dr. Bob Hieronymous on the Web, go to www.libertyworksradio.com and click on the 21st Century Radio link.  There’s a link to allow you to listen to LWRN on the home page and on Dr. Bob’s page.


Thanks to Dr. Bob Hieronymous and 21st Century Radio for supporting FATE all these years!

NETCASTING:  THE WAVE OF THE FUTURE


Dr. Bob is hardly alone in the web-broadcasting arena.  More and more audio shows are showing up via the Web, and thanks to the availability (and low cost) of the technology needed to do such broadcasts, we’re bound to see an explosion of such programming in the future.  What’s nice about this is that, with a computer, people can listen to programs from around the world without having to worry about radio reception (although there is the issue of reliability of your internet connection).  


In the past, interviews on the net were (and still are to a great extent) conducted via text “chats.”  With the advent of RealAudio streaming, what was radio only can now be “netcast” with ease.  


With that said, I want to recommend not only Dr. Bob’s show, but also that of a very good friend and colleague of mine.  

Dr. Jeffrey Mishlove is the author of THE ROOTS OF CONSCIOUSNESS.  Some of you may know Jeffrey from his excellent public television program THINKING ALLOWED.   Jeffrey has built a studio in his home and has taken the leap to the Internet.


Jeffrey Mishlove is now airing a show called VIRTUAL U every weeknight from 11:06 PM to 1 AM Eastern time (live with call-ins; repeated at 1:06 AM) on Wisdom Radio.  For broadcast information, go to www.wisdomradio.com

Expect to hear some top notch experts in the fields of Consciousness Studies and Parapsychology.

SIDEBAR TO PSYCHIC FRONTIERS

THE USS HORNET:  A FLOATING MUSEUM AND HAUNTED LOCATION


The aircraft carrier USS Hornet was commissioned during WWII and fought the good fight in the Pacific Theater.  Known as a "lucky" ship, because it was never directly hit by enemy fire, it has one of the best records for a fighting ship during that war, and was also active during the Korean War and throughout the 1960s.


The Hornet was the carrier that retrieved the command modules of  Apollo 11 and 12 when they returned to Earth (and the ocean).  


Decommissioned in the early 1970s, the USS Hornet is docked at what was the Alameda Naval Base and exists as a floating museum.  There are terrific tours (including a self-guided tour), displays, a flight simulator "ride" and one of the best views of the city of San Francisco.

But it's much more than just a reminder of our history during this century.

The USS Hornet is haunted.  A couple of dozen employees and volunteers of the Foundation have sighted apparitions of men in out of date naval uniforms (sailors and officers), as well as hearing unusual sounds and witnessing some strange physical manifestations.


For information on the museum and its tours (including a ghost tour), contact the USS Hornet Museum at (510) 521-8448.


A full-length article on the investigation of the haunting of the USS Hornet is forthcoming from FATE.

