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William G. Everist was a student of mine at John F. Kennedy University back a few years.   At the time, the Parapsychology Program still held some sway at the university (it is defunct), and Bill graduated as one of the last to really get the full flavor of the waning program, his Master's degree in Interdisciplinary Consciousness Studies with an emphasis in Parapsychology. 


During his time at JFKU, Bill was one of a couple of students truly interested in doing field investigations, and did an excellent job at it, a job he continues today in Tucson, Arizona.  In addition to doing paranormal investigations, Bill teaches at Pima Community College and does intuitive management consulting for businesses and individuals.


 I asked to share with FATE readers some of the more recent happenings in Arizona, since he's the kind of guy who likes "tripping through the Old West," and has found that "Tombstone isn't the only town in the Southwest that can lay claim to the expression "Too Tough to Die!"  In fact, he's found that the phrase "ghost town" doesn't necessarily mean that the place is deserted, since some "real" ghosts and hauntings might still lay claim to the places.


Bill has told me in the past about a couple of such towns.  "Although Prescott and Bisbee Arizona, are not ghost towns in a true sense of the word, both have a rough and tumble history, carved from the early days of gold and copper mining where grub stake riches were won and lost in local gambling halls and saloons."


One of the places Bill thinks is especially haunted is the Hotel Vendome in Prescott.  He's been there once for an investigation, and for some follow-ups with local television. 


"The ghost is Abbey Byr," Bill told me, "a woman who had gone to Prescott and was staying in the area because she was a victim of consumption (tuberculosis). Prescott was a sort of retreat for people with that illness at the time.  She died at the Vendome in the early 1920s.Ó


Apparently, a  seance was conducted in May of 1984 by group of spiritualists, and what they got through the Ouija Board was Abbey's history and the history of the Hotel, as told by the ghost.  However, the seance wasn't the only contact with Abbey.


People have seen the woman's ghost in and about the hotel.


One older couple staying there a few years ago had an interesting experience.  "The husband had gone out to get flowers, returned, and put them in a vase on one side of the dresser.  He went out again, and when he came back he noticed the flowers were on the other side of dresser.  Convinced it wasn't housekeeping since they had just checking in,  he moved them back still wondering. 


"They went to sleep that night without any further incidents.  In the morning, the flowers had moved back to the other side of the dresser."


"That next day, the man's wife went out for a bit and he stayed in the room.  At one point, he glanced out the window and saw a woman waving at him.   He waved back until it suddenly occurred to him that he was on the second floor and there was no porch or veranda outside that window.  He jumped up, went out the door and headed outside to see if he could see her from another vantage point, but she was gone."


Bill told me that the couple was far from scared by the experience.  "In fact, the couple keeps coming back and staying in the same room and brings her flowers."  If you stay at the Hotel Vendome, ask for Room 16.


"The funny thing about that is that the first time we went in there [Room 16], my wife said there was something strange about the closet, do you sense anything."  Bill didn't notice any odd feelings about the closet, "but that window is pretty strange."  It was the same window the man had seen Abbey's ghost standing outside (Bill, at the time, hadn't read anything about the history or the ghost).


Recently, Sean Plottner of DISNEY ADVENTURES Magazine (see my column last issue and the November issue of DISNEY ADVENTURES) had spent the night in that room, also with no information about the place provided to him until after he spent the night.  While no ghost was seen, Sean reported  feeling something weird about that same closet.


Bill's wife also had an unusual dream experience there.  "Although she admitted to being somewhat of a skeptic, she was curious about the history of incidents in room sixteen and had them on her mind as she went to sleep that night.  The next morning, she reported a strange dream" in which she believed the content related to Abbey Byr.  Bill posed that perhaps it was a sleep visitation from Abbey, but really thought nothing of it again until nearly a year later when some of his students would have similar experiences in another haunted location.


Bill told me that other people have also seen the ghost. "The daughter of a  former manager saw her down the hall.  Her mother had also had an experience, as  the ghost apparently affected the TV to only provide sound on channel that had a western.  The TV had started out on MTV.Ó  Bill joked that maybe Abbey didn't like what she heard on the music video channel.  "Others have reported seeing her as well." 


In the town of Bisbee, a bit closer to Bill's home in Tucson, was the Oliver House.  Since the place was reportedly haunted, and on the urgings of one of his parapsychology class groups, Bill decided to try an academic replication of Gertrude Schmeidler's early haunting studies, looking for correspondences of the experiences of many people who were uniformed about the nature of the location; would they all "sense" something in the same places, and would their sensations match up with the previous reports of phenomena in the place?


So, in October, 1992, Bill took a rather large group in to stay at the bed and breakfast.  While Bill knew the story, his class did not (there were 19 student "sensitives").  In addition, he added two professional psychics he knew into the mix.   They were given no background info, and the manager and staff had been instructed  to keep quiet.  They went through the place, each trying his or her hand at sensing whatever they could.  Although a statistical analysis hasn't been done on the resulting data, Bill told me that it looked like there were a number of correlations between the students' data and when compared to past reports in the Oliver House.  But that was just the tip of the iceberg.


"We hypothesized that most participants would record hearing odd sounds during the night that would later be attributable to temperature-caused settling in the old house or the flushing of plumbing or nocturnal footsteps in the early hours that would actually turn out to be from members of the team who proved to be restless or overexcited. 


"The following morning however, in a formal discussion of the evening's events, members of the investigation party revealed unusual dream experiences similar to an out-of-body experience or to lucid dreams.  Participants indicated that they were "awake in their dream" and experiencing a foreign presence uncommon in the current time frame of the dream.


"The odd synchronicity of the events brought back memories of the Hotel Vendome and Abbey Byr's attempt at communication" with Bill's wife.


Now a bed and breakfast, the Oliver House, like the Hotel Vendome, has some interesting history to it.  Built by iron magnate Henry Oliver's wife Edith Ann in 1909, the house served as more or less the administrative post for the Arizona and Calumet Mining Company, which did gold and copper mining.  Later, it became a boarding house, then was unoccupied for a time, and finally purchased and became a bed and breakfast. 


Apparently during the evening when the sale was being finalized, the people before the current owner revealed that place was haunted.  Dennis Schranz decided to go through with the sale and buy it, even though the former owners reported five ghosts in residence.  Dennis went right over after sale was negotiated and slept there, learning through the night that they weren't kidding.


Wit the place empty except for himself,  he heard footsteps and water running in pipes that no longer existed.


The basic situation of the haunting mostly occurs in and around what is known as "room thirteen," the  top back middle room.  "People who stay there are often too scared to talk about experience, they're often in hurry to check out," said Bill.  "They report having weird dreams.  One of the students saw figure of older man standing against the wall watching them.  Also, a manager of the place was in another room when the place was empty and heard a voice say "get out."   She confronted it and never heard the voice again."


Who is the primary ghost?  "There's the story of a man named Nat Anderson who was murdered at the doorway to the room next to "room thirteen."  He was shot and fell down stairs in 1920.Ó


So, Bill Everist is out there in the Southwest looking for ghosts, as I am here in the San Francisco Bay Area.  Arizona, like most parts of the country, has its share of colorful ghosts and haunted places you can visit.  It also has its own "ghostbuster" to help people deal with ghosts and poltergeist problems in their homes.  

To contact Bill, write to him at:

William G. Everist

P.O. Box 31854

Tucson, AZ 85751-1854

(520)298-5195

*****


Finally, here's a Halloween gift you can pick up for yourself or for a spirited loved one with a computer and a CD ROM player.


GHOSTS is more than a computer game, it is a fun learning experience with excellent information about apparitions, hauntings and poltergeists.  "Starring" Christopher Lee as paranormal researcher Dr. Marcus Grimalkin, GHOSTS lets you prowl around Hobbs Manor, examining pictures and books and other items of interest.  


What makes GHOSTS unique and interesting for fans of the paranormal is the actual content.  During your travels through Hobbs Manor, you will hear and see brief interviews with real life experts and longtime paranormal investigators Tony Cornell (one of the preeminent investigators of ghosts and poltergeists) and Maurice Grosse (chairman of the Spontaneous Phenomena Committee of the Society for Psychical Research), psychologist Robin Furman (founder of Ghostbusters U.K.), Father John Nuttall (a Roman Catholic priest with experience helping people with hauntings) and Dr. Susan Blackmore (a "skeptical parapsychologist" and Senior Lecturer at the university of the West of England).


The CD lets you click on interview questions for the experts and then plays a video clip with their responses.


Also very interesting is the collection of spirit and poltergeist photos with audio narration, and testimonials from people who have had the experiences themselves.   An in depth narration (with photos) of the Enfield Poltergeist case is also included, as are a few other goodies that were a pleasure to view and listen to (like the "Book of Hauntings" with brief descriptions of dozens of famous ghosts and hauntings).  And add to that Christopher Lee popping up every now and then with tidbits about superstition and folklore and you'll have a good time.


I've spent a couple of hours in Hobbs Manor so far, and based on the list of items one can discover there, I'm only about halfway through my "investigations" of the place, and found the information, the interviews, the testimonials, the narrations and the graphics fascinating.


I highly recommend this CD ROM product to you.  Imagine, you can actually have fun while learning about ghosts.  What'll they think of next?


GHOSTS, researched and written  by Claire Griffith, produced and directed by Philip Nash, is published by Media Design Interactive, and is distributed by Sony Electronic Publishing.  It retails for $29.95 and is available for both Macintosh and Windows.


If anyone out there knows of any other relevant CD ROM products, please let me know.


Next month, I'll include a bit of a discussion of the paranormal on the Internet and the World Wide Web. 

