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A SHIP OF SOULS…


She floats in the San Francisco Bay, docked at Alameda Point.  Her distinguished history runs from an incredible service record during World War II to the retrieval of the Apollo 11 and 12 Command Modules.  She’s huge, having carried  more than 3000 men aboard at one time, her flat top configuration marking her for what she is.


An Aircraft Carrier…

And she’s haunted!


This past March, I was invited to come aboard (literally) what may be one of the most fascinating ghost investigations of my life (past and future).  A San Francisco psychic by the name of Stache Margaret Murray informed me of a place where dozens of ghosts reside and dozens of witnesses have seen --- and continue to see --- them.

The U.S.S. Hornet CVS-12 is the name of the ship.


Docked in Alameda, CA since 1995, the Hornet is a National Historic Landmark that is open to the public as museum.  From the time the ship was brought into dock there, volunteers, foundation staff, maintenance workers and night security working aboard have encountered various paranormal activity.  Footsteps and voices have been heard when no one else was aboard.  Mysterious officers and enlisted men have been sighted (only to have them disappear quickly). Sensations of temperature changes, wind in enclosed spaces, and feelings that someone “else” is present --- or touching --- have been experienced.


My group, the Office of Paranormal Investigations (OPI), is working closely with members of the staff to investigate and document the goings-on at the USS Hornet.  Thanks to Stache Margaret Murray, who has joined with OPI, as well as Bob Rogers and Patrizzia Griffin of the Hornet’s Marketing Department, we’ve been able to interview several of the 30-plus witnesses so far --- with other interviews scheduled over the next couple of months --- and conduct some walk-throughs --- again with more scheduled soon.


We are documenting these interviews and the investigation as a whole on video, partly for our own data-use and partly for the benefit of the Aircraft Carrier Hornet Foundation --- edited versions of the tape are now available.


Here’s a summary of a number of experiences people have reported aboard the Hornet (and the location of these experiences, should you wish to visit, yourself):


Director of Marketing Bob Rogers has reported seeing an officer in khakis descending ladders between the third and fourth decks and on route to one of the engine rooms.  The man disappeared.  Interestingly, when I asked if he recalled hearing the man as well as seeing him, he thought about it, looked surprised and said “no.”


Keith LaDue, one of the mainstay volunteers about the Hornet, and supervisor for their stay-aboard overnight program for kids, has had a number of experiences.  One of them was a multiple witness sighting at Christmas-time of a sailor running into the Christmas Tree they had up on the Hangar Deck.  An immediate inspection showed no such individual.


Keith and other volunteers have had sightings of sailors and officers overseeing work they were doing in the forward part of the ship called the focsle (forecastle).  Along with others, Keith has reported sensations of various presences, as well as unexplained voices and other sounds on the Gallery Deck (between the Flight Deck and Hangar Deck).


A variety of witnesses have described unidentified mysterious voices in other parts of the ship.  Footsteps have been heard in various areas, including from a space where the floor had been freshly painted --- and no visible signs of someone actually walking over the fresh paint were seen.


The Ladies Room, which was actually one of the engine repair spaces when the ship was operational, is also a hotbed of activity, as several witnesses, including visiting psychics, have sensed being watched while in there.


On the Bridge, one witness with an extremely straight naval demeanor betraying his past service clearly saw an officer in dress whites come up the ladder to the Pilot House Control Station, look straight at him and then go back down the ladder.  Alan McKean followed close behind as the officer descended further, left the ladder and vanished.  Alan was sure he saw someone and had that sighting confirmed by a second witness: a potential corporate sponsor of the Foundation whom Alan was taking on tour of the ship.


Just outside the hallway of the same area, several others of the staff and volunteers have sensed unexplained cold air blowing as well as the intense sense of someone else present.


The experiences aboard the Hornet are intriguing for a number of reasons.  First of all, the witnesses themselves, for the most part, are people with little or no previous paranormal experience.  Some skeptics have changed their tune after the experiences.  Some still call themselves “skeptical” about the ghosts, though they have no doubt that they had real experiences --- they just doubt whether a ghost was really responsible.


Secondly, there are a number of multiple witness sightings.  Having more than one witness to the same event provides us not only with more than one viewpoint, but also some degree of corroboration that the event was more than purely subjective.


Thirdly, the sheer number of witnesses is quite high, considering that almost all of those witnesses are still working/volunteering in some capacity aboard the Hornet.


The current nature of the phenomena is crucial to us, with new experiences being reported nearly every week.  In fact, on a couple of occasions, a witness about to be interviewed had a new experience just before we sat him down.


Next, the identity of the spirits seems to be intriguing.  According to a number of the witnesses (and psychics who have been aboard), these are people who did serve on the USS Hornet at one time, but did not necessarily die anywhere near the ship.  Witnesses have stated that they believe these are ghosts of folks who have come to the carrier once they died in order to help the Foundation keep the ship up (note:  the ship was scheduled for scrap before the Foundation formed to save her --- and several “lucky” events allowed her to be saved).


Finally, the investigators, myself included, and some friends brought aboard have experienced something with the ghosts.  In my own case, I first sensed other presences around me as I made my way through the ship.  However, the most evocative for me so far (besides my non-psychic wife feeling one of the ghosts “walk” through her on her first visit there) happened last Friday (July 9th) while shooting a piece for the syndicated TV show “Popular Mechanics for Kids.”


As they were interviewing Bob Rogers and two other witnesses, one reported feeling one of the ghosts around her --- touching her in fact.  Another of the group, Keith LaDue, also felt some presence (the hair on his forearm stood straight up).  


I spoke with Daphne off camera about it.  As she stated that the ghost was still around, I felt a distinct tap on my left shoulder.  No one was behind me --- or even near enough to touch my shoulder.


As of right now, we are really in the beginning phase of our research on the USS Hornet’s ghosts.  Over the next few months, we’ll be moving very methodically through the ship to document locations of events and bringing a variety of folks, from psychics to skeptics, aboard to see if they “sense” anything.  


All will be videotaped and (edited versions) available to the public.  In addition, a book has been released by Stache Margaret Murray detailing a variety of the experiences of many of the witnesses.  Stache has also begun conducting a “HauntedTour” of the USS Hornet, should you wish to visit.


For more information on the Haunted Tour (and her book), contact the Stache Margaret Murray at 415-675-5601, or the USS Hornet Museum.


For more information on the book and videotapes,  contact me at the Office of Paranormal Investigations at 415-249-9275 or via my website at  www.mindreader.com, or contact the USS Hornet Museum.


The USS Hornet Museum in Alameda, CA is open year round from 10 AM to 5 PM.  For more information, call 510-521-8448 or go to their website at http://www.uss-hornet.org .


For more information on OPI’s investigations of the carrier, get the videos and watch for reports in future issues of FATE, or send for my free electronic newsletter (published irregularly) by emailing to me at esper@california.com.

OCTOBER 1999 SIDEBAR:

NEW PARANORMAL LINKS SITE:


Check out http://www.zerotime.com/onemillion/links/index.html for more links to paranormal sites than you thought possible in one place.  It’s called “1,000,000 Paranormal Links.”

