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Whether you have a computer or not, if you watch TV, listen to the radio, or read just about any regular newspaper or magazine (not counting THE WEEKLY WORLD NEWS), or even keep up on the current movies out there, you can hardly miss hearing about a couple of new terms in the English (and undoubtedly other) language:  INTERNET (a.k.a. “the Net”)  and THE WEB (short for the World Wide Web).


Developed originally for academics, the Internet is a rather nebulous network of computers all over the world which hook into various telecommunications services.  Through the Net, people have been able to send electronic mail or create or participate in discussion groups on all sorts of topics.  Discussion groups literally run a vast range from TV and movie groups to scientific discussions, from the paranormal to conversations about sex (the most popular topics on the Net, I have been told, are sex and the paranormal, though not necessarily in the same discussion group).  However, the Net has been a nightmare to navigate through until fairly recently, with the development of the World Wide Web.  


The Web makes things quite easy if one has a “Web Browser” such as Netscape.  Through the searching of what’s called a “Web page,” one can get basic information on people, places, and things, and can be pointed to other sources of information.  A Web page is usually a combination of graphics and text.  They may provide significant information, such as a reprint of a scientific paper, or background on a new TV program, or even artwork and photos one can download or print.  They provide automatic links to other topic-related Web pages or even to Internet “news groups” (these are the discussion groups mentioned above), and may even include links to electronic mail (e-mail) so one can send an immediate note to the subject/author of the Web page or to appropriate resources and experts.


People and companies are putting up Web pages all over the place. The future of information sharing, in fact, looks to be with the Internet and the World Wide Web.


As the paranormal is such a hot topic among users of the New and the Web (with over 30 million users of the Net out there, there are tens of thousands -- by some estimates over two million -- people interested in some paranormal topic or other), it’s no surprise that there are so many Web pages up already, with more seemingly every week, besides the paranormal newsgroups that have been on the Net for quite a while.


In the next couple of pages, I will describe a few “Web Sites” you may want to visit.  These will, of course, lead you to other sites I may not go into here (merely for lack of space).  I’ve only been on the Web for a few months, myself, so I’m still exploring.  In fact, I’d appreciate it if anyone out there who knows more sites that may be of interest forward them to me at my e-mail address (esper@global.california.com).  In addition to the already in place sites, I’ll describe something I’m working on that ought to be on the Web by Halloween.


First of all, I should mention the sites on the Web that have been put up by FATE’s publisher.  

Llewellyn Publications has a Web site (http://www.llewellyn.com/) which provides information on many of its publications, as well as a way to reach the publisher.  Linked to that is the FATE Web site (http://www.llewellyn.com/fate.html), which gives you access to selected articles and columns from and  to descriptions of the current and past issue of FATE, to FATE writer's guidelines, to subscription info, and will eventually be set up to take reader feedback.


If you go through the often visited Yahoo Web site (Yahoo provides a variety of topical sites) on the paranormal (http://www.yahoo.com/Entertainment/Paranormal_Phenomena), you’ll gain access to an amazing list of links to topics all over the Web.  Included in the list of links are topics such as altered states of consciousness, astral projection, astrology, skeptics organizations, the FORTEAN TIMES on line, various folklore sites, healing, mysticism, psychics, UFOs and even indexes to other sites, resources and networks.


One of those other sites is called “Archive X” (http://www.crown.net/X/).  According to the Web page, “Archive X is a series of Web pages devoted towards Paranormal Phenomena. It is a portion of

The Virtual Library. Information is gathered from various news groups as well as submissions

from interested parties and case histories from officially documented hauntings and paranormal

activities. Archive X was created by Brandon Gillespie brandon@paradise.declab.usu.edu, and maintained

by him through 1994 and part of 1995."


Archive X gives you access to some experiences people have reported on ghosts, angels, channeling and UFOs, as well as links to related movie and TV sites (such as the X-FILES).  It also provides links to a variety of newsgroups that discuss paranormal topics (one of the most extensive being

the ParaNet (alt.paranet)).


The X-Files home page is a very fun place to visit (http://www.delphi.com/XFiles/xfsecret.htm), and it will link you to info on the show and the actors and staff, as well as background information on the paranormal, and of course, to other discussion groups (including ParaNet) covering specific topics such as alien abductions, ghosts, dreams, conspiracy theories, the paranormal in general, and skeptics newsgroups.  It also links you to newsgroups discussing horror and science fiction.


One of the more interesting scientific Web pages is unique just in the way it even looks and welcomes you in.  The home page of the Physics and Consciousness Research Group (http://www.hia.com/hia/pcr/webhole.html#index) comes up with a message that says:  “You have just fallen into and out of a webhole” and then continues with links to very interesting topics related to Consciousness and the New Physics, including research papers, info on proposed warp drives (a la STAR TREK), scientific discussion of Time and Space, and even to a bunch of other “cool sites” related to leading edge physics and consciousness research (http://www.hia.com/hia/pcr/new.html).


One of the links takes you to a fairly new site which will give you plenty of info on frequently asked questions (FAQ) about parapsychology, as well as links to other sites (http://eeyore.lv-hrc.nevada.edu/~cogno/para1.html).  According to that particular Web page, “This FAQ was compiled by an ad-hoc group of scientists and scholars interested in parapsychology, the study of what is popularly called "psychic" phenomena. The disciplines represented in this group include physics, psychology, philosophy, statistics, mathematics, computer science, chemistry, anthropology, and history”


This particular information site was compiled (and is constantly evolving, as with other Web sites) by a group, the majority of whom are members of the Parapsychological Association (PA).

As with other fields of science, there is not always agreement on answers to all questions so, according to the compilers,  “the group aimed for consensus on each FAQ item, but as in many intellectual pursuits, especially in young, multidisciplinary domains, there were some sharp disagreements. In spite of these disagreements, the authors believe that because of burgeoning public interest in parapsychology,

the relative lack of reliable information, and the many myths and distortions associated with this

field, it was important to put some basic information on the World Wide Web sooner rather than

later.”


Compilers include Editor Dean Radin, Ph.D., Consciousness Research Laboratory, University of Nevada (which has its own Web site at http://eeyore.lv-hrc.nevada.edu/~cogno/cogno.html),  Carlos Alvarado, MS. of the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, Dick Bierman, Ph.D. of  Anomalous Cognition at the University of Amsterdam, Charles Tart, Ph.D., University of California, Davis and a number of others in psi research.


 There are links to other organizations, including the PA, the Society for Scientific Exploration, and the Society for Psychical Research (London).  There are additional links to a variety of journals, and of course, to a number of laboratories and university departments all over the world.  In fact, one can access psi experiments (and even participate) from the University of Amsterdam, with promised experiments coming from other labs.


In a nutshell, that should be enough to get the seeker started.  The most amazing thing about the Web, I think, is how as you link up from one source to another, you continuously get links to new and exciting sources of information on the Net.  In fact, starting with one site like Yahoo, you can stay on for hours and never visit the same site twice.


I hinted earlier at a project I will be involved in.  Longtime readers of FATE may recall my write-up of the entertainment show I have been involved in from time to time (see my column and article in the October, 1992 issue), that show called SEANCE FICTION THEATER.  My magician partner in that show, Larry Loebig, is also the co-founder of a new Internet/Web provider here in the San Francisco Bay Area called Global InfoNet, Inc., which, to quote their Web site (http://bbs.california.com/), “our company is dedicated to providing Internet services as well as maintaining a large archive of files as well as on-line shopping, real estate sales, local educational classes in computer literacy, games and other electronic entertainment and business purposes.”


Larry and I have brainstormed on a project for the Net (accessible through the Web) which will be a new paranormal information service.  While actual content is not yet set (I’m writing this in August), it will contain reprints of articles I’ve written (including all my past FATE columns and articles, thanks to the kind permission of the folks at FATE), news bits on paranormal happenings around the world, info on other paranormal and related sources, and hopefully articles from other writers on the paranormal. 


We will also be setting it up so that people such as you can e-mail your experiences to us, which we will put up (with some grammatical editing, and masking of the sender’s identity, unless otherwise desired).  Of course, for those people who wish to send in their experiences via regular mail (what Net users now call “snail mail”), we will scan those into the system as well.  My intention is to allow folks to read as much about people’s psychic experiences, then share their own perspectives on those experiences with us.


There will also be a vital link to another paranormal service which we are keeping under wraps for right now.  More on that in a month or so (or check out the Global InfoNet Web site in late October for information).


As things are not yet set in stone, I can’t give you the actual address for the new site.  Check out Global’s address in October and November for links to it, and to my own personal Web page (we’ll definitely be up by mid-October).  In the meantime, you can e-mail me at esper@global.california.com.


Happy Net Surfing and Web Browsing!

