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GOOD NEWS FOR PSI STUDENTS

One of the most often asked questions by younger students of the paranormal has to do with how and more importantly where one can get a degree in Parapsychology.  For a time, the only response given with regards to a degree program in the United states was John F. Kennedy University in Orinda, California.  This small San Francisco Bay Area school with a primary focus on graduate studies for working adults had a Master's degree program in Parapsychology from the late 1970s to 1986.  As a graduate of the program and a faculty member of JFKU since 1983, I was sorely disappointed in the University administration when they first downgraded Parapsychology from a degree program of its own to a specialization within another, then phased it out completely.


While I do occasionally teach a course in parapsychology, there seems little hope that JFKU will do anything more with the field and studies in it.


This meant that there were no academic programs here in the U.S. with any focus on Parapsychology.  Advice for the would-be parapsychologist was back to square one: study in another field and try to do thesis or dissertation work in a topic connected with the study of psi.


But there's good news now!!


As of October, 1993, Rosebridge Graduate School of Integrative Psychology in Concord, California (also the Bay Area) has started new Masters and Doctoral programs in Parapsychology.  Co-Directors of this new Parapsychology program are Dr. Jon Klimo and Dr. Jerry Solfvin, both names associated with the field for a number of years.


Rosebridge was founded in 1878 as the Institute of Integrative Therapy by Dr. Ernest F. Pecci.  It was founded and has been working to train clinical psychologists in integrative psychology.  In 1982, the school with the help of  two consultants, Jack Guthrie and Jon Klimo, began to offer a 4-year doctoral program in addition to the already offered Master's degree.  That same year, the school changed its name to Rosebridge in order to more clearly place the school in people's minds as a "bridge" between schools of alternative psychology.


According to Jon Klimo "As Rosebridge defines it, integrative psychology stresses mind, body and spirit integration and is designed to provide a context for the individual to identify and integrate the various aspects of him/herself in ways that will lead to a life that is more meaningful, fulfilling and useful.  Rosebridge-trained integrative psychologists believe: 1) In the continuity of consciousness in the evolutionary process of our awakening unfoldment; 2) that creation emanates from a higher Creative Source; 3) that psychological pain, dysfunction or other symptoms are signals that the current consciousness of the individual is being challenged to transform to the next stage of development; and 4) one's self-understanding is deeply connected with understanding the world." (1)


The training of Rosebridge graduates includes "training in research methodologies by requiring that the dissertation be an original piece of research...solid grounding in theory and practice of diagnostic and therapeutic skills...Appreciation for and understanding of newer approaches to conceptualizing human destiny and solving the problems that interfere in realizing our best potential.  Transpersonal psychology, parapsychology, the human potential movement, and integrative holistic curricula accomplish this goal." (2)


Recognizing the need for academic studies in the field of Parapsychology, Klimo brought aboard Jerry Solfvin, who has been working in the field for a number of years, including work at the Psychical Research Foundation in the 1970s, earning his Ph.D. at the University of Utrecht where he also worked in the Parapsychology Laboratory there, and finally at John F. Kennedy University since 1983.


First officially announced in August of this year, the new degree programs in Parapsychology at Rosebridge look to be exciting for many reasons.


Rosebridge will be offering five different degree programs specializing in parapsychology, including clinical and non-clinical emphases.  The first is an M.A. in Counseling Psychology specializing in Parapsychology, which will prepare students for licensure as a Marriage, Family and Child Counselor (MFCC) with comprehensive Master's level training in parapsychology.  With this degree, the graduates can work as clinical counselors.  Such counselors who have an understanding and a focus on psi research and experiences are needed more and more as people express distress with dealing with their psychic experiences.


The second Master's degree is an M.A. in Psychology specializing in Parapsychology, and is non clinical.  This degree program is more directed at providing students with the training in the field that could lead to work in research, teaching, and consulting.  


The three doctoral programs have some variation as well.  One is a Psy.D. degree (Doctor of Psychology), which would prepare students for licensure as a Professional Psychologist (clinical or counseling) with, of course, comprehensive training in parapsychology.


The second Psy.D. degree is a doctoral program, again clinical in nature, in preparation for MFCC licensure with that same focus on parapsychology.


The last program, non-clinical in nature, is a Psy.D. degree providing comprehensive doctoral level training in both psychology and parapsychology.  This would lead "to a professional/practitioner degree emphasizing research and the exploration of human potential in preparation for careers in research, teaching, and consulting."(3)


Of particular interest to those at Rosebridge is the connection between parapsychology and clinical/therapy work.  More and more people are open about their psychic experiences, and more and more seem to need help understanding what these experiences mean in and of themselves, and more importantly how to integrate them into their own lives.  Therefore, there is a growing need that is not being met for clinically oriented professionals who can counsel people with psychically derived problems or issues surrounding fear of psi.  


Traditional psychology has, unfortunately, too often placed psi experiences under a label of symptoms of some other psychological disturbance.  Humanistic and transpersonal psychologists are certainly more concerned with understanding a person's whole being, but finding practitioners who do not dismiss psi experients out of hand as having some psychopathology is difficult.


I personally get more and more calls from people who need counseling due to their experiences, often because of nothing more than a fear reaction to what may or may not be a psi experience.  I typically refer to licensed counselors and psychologists (because this is not my area of training), but my referral list is quite short.


Even the Parapsychology Foundation in New York has seen this lack of clinicians "friendly" to psi as a problem and has, for this reason, established a referral service for licensed clinicians.  Any such psychologists, psychiatrists, or counselors (licensed!) who wish a listing with the Parapsychology Foundation should contact Joanne McMahon there.(4)


Rosebridge, with a primary focus on the clinical issues, will truly be helping not only in expanding the number of parapsychologically trained individuals, but also with expanding the base of appropriately trained clinicians able to help people understand themselves in relation to their psi experiences.  In addition, such a clinical focus helps in the employment arena, as there are always places for trained clinicians and counselors to make a living.  I wish the same could be said for the research and teaching end.  Hopefully, that will be changing soon.


The core parapsychology curriculum at Rosebridge will include courses in Extrasensory Perception, Psychokinesis, Survival Research, Mental Healing Research, Anthropological & Philosophical Perspectives on Psi, Spontaneous Cases & Field Research on Psi, Clinical Parapsychology, and even Psychic Development techniques.  


The program has elicited the cooperation and input from a number of parapsychologically oriented organizations, including the Institute for Parapsychology, the Parapsychology Foundation, the American Society for Psychical Research, the University of Edinburgh, the Institute for Transpersonal Psychology, and many others.  The program will also work very closely with a more local organization, the California Society for Psychical Studies.  This is only natural, given that Jon Klimo and Jerry Solfvin are President and Vice-President, respectively (an organization I have served as President for, as well).  Adjunct Faculty will include a number of well-known parapsychologists, myself included.


In addition, the school is starting the Rosebridge Center for Parapsychological Studies (RCPS) "to complement the parapsychology specializations at Rosebridge Graduate School, to bring people and ideas together, and to encourage and support empirical research, theory-building, informal and formal discussion, and the dissemination of information relevant to parapsychology."(5)


I am excited about this new program, and I have to say the general feeling amongst the current faculty members I have met as well as the new students is also high-energy.  I believe you'll be hearing much more about Rosebridge in the next few years, as the school begins a very public "face" and starts attracting both students and hopefully funding.


While Rosebridge does not address the issue of undergraduate courses and training in parapsychology, it promises a great opportunity for those serious in their intent to jump into the parapsychological world.  


If you are interested in more information about Rosebridge's graduate degree programs, or wish to get involved with their Center for Parapsychological Studies, please contact Dr. Jerry Solfvin or Dr. Jon Klimo at Rosebridge, (510) 689-0560, or write to them at:

Rosebridge Graduate School for Integrative Psychology

1040 Oak Grove Avenue, Suite 103

Concord, CA 94518

Next Issue:  the results of the October remote viewing experiment and some comments on the Caidin/Auerbach workshop in Lincoln, Nebraska.

NOTES:
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2.  Rosebridge Graduate School of Integrative Psychology, Catalog for 1991-1993.  Page 6.

3.  Klimo, page 3.

4.  For info on the  Parapsychology Foundation Counseling Bureau, contact the Parapsychology Foundation, 228 East 71st Street, New York, NY 10021.  (212) 628-1550.

5. From the brochure for the Rosebridge Center for Parapsychological Studies.

NOTE FROM 2002:


I'm sorry to say Rosebridge Graduate School is no more.  It was purchased a few short years ago by the American Schools of Professional Psychology, which promptly killed the Parapsychology Program.

