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"THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN NEW YORK CITY"


Set amongst apartments, brownstones, shops and other commercial buildings on the upper East Side of Manhattan is a building on East 71st Street.  A short set of stairs leads to a door through which one can get an all important commodity: information.  On a plaque by the doorway is the announcement of the name of the organization.


The Parapsychology Foundation was founded and incorporated in 1951 by a woman whose name may not be well known outside of the field of Parapsychology and allied areas of interest: Eileen Garrett.  Garrett, herself a medium and author, was very interested in furthering the study of psychic phenomena and dissemination of information about those studies.  It is a tribute to her abilities and acumen that she was never seriously refuted by skeptics, possibly due to her strong interest in scientific research and investigation, and her down to earth approach to her own abilities (and those of others).


Eileen Garrett died in 1970, but the Foundation is still run by her "spirit" in the form of her family.


The Parapsychology Foundation has sponsored much research since its inception, recipients of its support including both individual researchers and organizations both in the United States and abroad.  Recipients of support from the foundation over the years reads like a Who's Who of Parapsychological research.  Among them were such luminaries are D.J. West, J.G. Pratt, Robert Van de Castle, Karlis Osis, Rhea White, Montague Ullman, and Louisa Rhine.  Its sponsorship of research continues to this day in the form of grants and scholarships.

GRANTS


The Foundation offers regular grants throughout the year in dollar amounts up to $3000.  These grants are given based on criteria applied to the proposed research.  These criteria include uniqueness of the research, whether it is to be conducted to further knowledge of psi phenomena and abilities, and whether the applicant for the grant is qualified (and prepared) to do the proposed research.  According to the Foundation's brochure "Application may be made at any time by submitting a proposal outlining the aims of the project, the time required to complete it, likely expenditure, education background, references, past work and publications."


Also available are once-a-year  awards.  


The Eileen J. Garrett Research Scholarship in the amount of $3000 is given to assist students at accredited colleges and universities in pursuing study in the science of parapsychology.  Students must demonstrate through the application process a real interest in the academic study of psi, generally including background on that interest and sample writings on the subject.  In other words, a mild interest in the field, or even a passionate one, may not be enough if the student cannot demonstrate past academic  interest in the study of psi (and some background knowledge that would help support such an interest).  Also required are letters of reference from individuals who are familiar with the students interests and working knowledge.  Deadline for applications is July 15th, with notification coming by August 1st.


Of more recent inception is the annual D. Scott Rogo Award for Parapsychological Literature.  In the amount of $3000, this award is given to an author seriously working on a manuscript dealing with the science of parapsychology.  While the manuscript need not have been even considered for publication, applicants should have a well thought out synopsis to provide with the initial application.  Deadline for the award is April 15th, with notification around May 1st.


Keep in mind that the operative phrase science of parapsychology is quite important in applying for grants and scholarships from the Parapsychology Foundation. In my own experience with people interested in psi phenomena and abilities I have run across a wide spectrum of awareness of the "science" part of this.  Many people have a truly serious interest in psi, but may be lacking in any background of what the field of parapsychology actually presents in the way of laboratory and field research.  Such a basic understanding of where parapsychologists are coming from is essential for any grant or scholarship applications from the Foundation.


As a start one may consider reading books by the late D. Scott Rogo, as well as some of the work published by the Parapsychology Foundation itself.  


Since 1951 the Foundation has sponsored domestic and international conferences, each dealing with a specific parapsychological concept around which papers are delivered and discussion is directed.  The Foundation invites leading researchers who have done/are doing research in and around that concept to present formal papers, followed by group discussion with the panel and invited observers, with the ultimate goal a true exchange of ideas.


Over the years, conferences have been centered around such topics as Psi and Altered States of Consciousness (1967), Psi Factors and Creativity (1969), Parapsychology and Anthropology (1973), Quantum Physics and Parapsychology  (1974), Concepts and Theories of Parapsychology (1980), Parapsychology, Philosophy, and Religious Concepts (1985), Spontaneous Psi, Depth Psychology, and Parapsychology (1987), Psi Research Methodology: A Reexamination (1988),  and Women and Parapsychology (1991).  The most recent conference, held last fall, dealt with Parapsychology and Thanatology.


The conference proceedings are recorded and transcribed, then published in book form by the Foundation.  The most recent conference proceedings will be published soon.  For a complete listing of the proceedings of the above conferences (and others), write to the Parapsychology Foundation (address follows this article).  The Foundation also publishes a series of research monographs on specific research studies and topics.


During the 1970s and 1980s, the Foundation also published PARAPSYCHOLOGY REVIEW, possibly one of the best publications available for general consumption.  Unlike typical research journals, the REVIEW published articles on a wide range of topics by leading researchers and writers in the field in a manner accessible to a wide range of readers, whether familiar with laboratory research or not.  The publication included reports of research, theoretical and speculative articles, international news and conference reports, book reviews, and information about the parapsychological community.  All back issues of the 20 year run of this magazine (which ceased publication with the March/April 1990 issue) are still available from the Foundation.

"THE BEST KEPT SECRET..."


Upon entering the Parapsychology Foundation, one walks into an anteroom decorated by shelves of books which continue into the Foundation's library.  Open from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM (Monday through Friday), the library is accessible to all members of the general public without charge.  While it is a reference-only library (no borrowing books off premises), it is the library and its personnel that truly form the backbone of the Foundation insofar as the general public is concerned.


I am happy to say that the Director of the Library, Joanne D.S. McMahon was a fellow student of mine while in grad school at John F. Kennedy University in Orinda, California (back in the days when we had a parapsychology degree program).  Joanne is the heart of this excellent research library, which includes books and periodicals with an emphasis on the contemporary science of parapsychology as well as its long history, but also has a strong collection of books on mysticism and related subjects.  The library receives and indexes approximately 100 current publication titles, and maintains its own index to the literature.


If you are looking for reference materials on psi phenomena, research, and investigation, this is one of the best places to go to do literature reviews.  It is the library that, once "found" by the seeker of knowledge, has become known as one of the "best kept secrets in New York City" according to Joanne.


In addition to the "answers" that the literature provides, Joanne helps with responses to requests to two resource databases.  The Foundation established a Parapsychology Speakers Bureau in 1992, a database of recommended and qualified speakers on a wide variety of parapsychologically related topics from hauntings and apparitions to experimental methods and applications of psi.  Many of those inquiring about the speakers are media people looking for experts to interview, as well as organizations looking for lecturers.


More recently, the Foundation has been working to establish a database of licensed counselors and therapists who can address the psychological ramifications of psi-related issues.  According to Joanne, "this has been a very slow build," mainly because it is very difficult to find licensed professionals who are willing to step forward and say they will deal with "psychic" problems.  Unfortunately, mainstream psychology (perhaps more than any other field) typically frowns on acceptance of psi phenomena as "real," and consequently many therapists may be unwilling to come forward and allow themselves any public admission of acceptance of psi experiences.  In reality, of course, a therapist dealing with psi-derived problems need not actually believe in psi, just be willing to accept the subjective viewpoint of the client and work within that belief system.


If you know of any therapists or counselors (licensed only, please), or you are therapist or counselor, willing to accept clients on a short or long term basis where psi is an issue in the clients' experiences, please contact the Parapsychology Foundation for a registration form. [Note:  another such referral service will be starting in the San Francisco Bay Area shortly. Contact Loyd Auerbach for information].

SUPPORTING THE FOUNDATION


Like many non-profit organizations, the Parapsychology Foundation is in need of funds to help insure continuation of its information services and conferences, as well as its scholarships and grants.  Unlike other organizations, the Foundation offers no memberships, its information services are available for free, and its publications are offered at reasonable rates.  Therefore, I encourage FATE readers to help support the work of this important organization through donation (tax deductible) and through purchase of its publications.


For information, lists of publications, grant and scholarship applications, or registration forms for the Speakers and Counseling Bureaus, write (or stop by):

Parapsychology Foundation, Inc.

228 East 71st Street

New York, NY 10021

212-628-1550

212-628-1559 for faxes


Tell them Loyd Auerbach sent you, and say hello to Joanne McMahon for me. 

