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WRAPPING UP 1996





	While I am writing this in September, you are undoubtably reading it in November or December.  Such is the way of life for magazine lead times.  Since this is the last “1996” issue, I thought I’d provide some updates on some of my 1996 column topics and people, as well as some other bits of news of interest.


	


THE PARANORMAL NETWORK





	Well, after a lot of ups and downs, the Paranormal Network Website is finally up and running (as of the first week of October).  The goal of the site is to provide information from myself and others in and around the field of parapsychology, as well as to provide opportunities for people to participate in some research projects and in a more or less grand scheme that might help us (and future generations) really understand what psychic experiences are.


	The site will be growing in leaps and bounds over the next few months.  Besides basic information on parapsychology and psychic experiences, you’ll find links to my personal home page, the Office of Paranormal Investigations (OPI) page, information on Rosebridge Graduate School’s Clinical Parapsychology program, correspondence courses to be offered in various formats (including online) from Rosebridge and OPI, sections of books by myself and by Martin Caidin, many of my past FATE columns (thanks to FATE), and a variety of ever increasing articles and information pieces from many others.


	We are asking people to send in their psychic experiences in order to begin building what we hope will be the biggest repository of such experiences.  Because this is an electronic system, and we’re asking people to submit information via an online form to fill out or through e-mail, such experiences won’t be held up by waiting for someone to type them into a computer [Note:  If you do have a computer, however, but no e-mail or Internet access, please DO send your experiences on a floppy disk to the OPI address at the end of this column].


	We will be making these personal experiences available to the public in a few formats (and of course, confidentiality will be preserved for those who desire it).  People coming to the website will be able to access experiences directly.  We also plan to publish in both paper and disk formats a collection of experiences every year.


	In addition, we will be developing online psi experiments and games for people to interact with (in fact, one of them should already be up!).


	Check out the site at:  http://www.mindreader.com 





THE EDGE OF REALITY





	Radio listeners may recall a wonderful talk show on WNBC Radio in New York that ran for many years from the late 70s to the mid 80s.  The show, THE EDGE OF REALITY, was sponsored by OMNI Magazine and hosted by Elliot Lee Speigel.  The show covered a wide range of topics from the paranormal to new science and even science fiction.  I was fortunate to be a very regular guest in the early 80s and to become great friends with Lee.  I was sorry to see it go off the air.


	Why bring this up?  As I write this, the buzz is that by the time you read this, THE EDGE OF REALITY will be back, this time as a nationwide syndicated radio show on the Sony Radio Network (check local listings and the Paranormal Network website).  Lee will again be hosting the show (he’s been pushing for this reincarnated version for years) and we can look (listen) forward to exciting interviews with very interesting and insightful guests.  In addition, unlike the rash of paranormal “reality” shows that often go over (and way beyond) the edge, you can count on Lee to provide real and reliable information.


	More on this show in coming issues of FATE.





PSYCHIC UPDATE





	In the August issue, I focused my column on Annette Martin, a psychic practitioner here in the Bay Area.  The intro to the article mentioned a woman who Annette kept insisting should see a doctor.  Recently, Annette got a follow-up call about this woman and forwarded the information on to me.


	In mid-August, Annette received a call from a friend of that woman (who we’ll call Sandy).  Annette had perceived a problem with Sandy’s heart.  After the meeting, Sandy and her friend Jane came up to Annette for more feedback, and again received Annette’s warning to see the doctor.


	According to friend Jane, Sandy didn’t do anything about Annette’s advice, didn’t see the doctor, even though Jane was insistent that she do so.  A few weeks later, Sandy apparently began having black-outs, but wrote it off to stress from work.  


	A while after that, Sandy went to a health fair and while there, had an EKG done.  Once it was finished, she was told that there was a problem with her EKG and that she should see her doctor immediately.  


	Sandy went to see her doctor the next day with the EKG in hand, whereupon he insisted that she come to the hospital early the next morning for an operation.  According to Jane, Sandy called her asking if she should go through with the operation.  Jane was adamant that Sandy do it, and Sandy’s indecisiveness disappeared.  They ended up putting in a pacemaker.  Without it, her future was very likely non-existent.


	Today, Ruth is doing well and is no longer suffering from her black-outs.


	Annette Martin has her own website, by the way.  It’s at http://apollo.co.uk/a/annettem/   and she and her husband have an exceptional discount entertainment “store” on the web at http://www.cdworld.com





A RANDI UPDATE	





	The Amazing Randi has received funding from an undisclosed source to establish the James Randi Educational Foundation in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.   According to information on the Foundation on the Web, the JREF location will house a library of books and videotapes, an auditorium and experimental area, and offices.  It will be offering some form of classes and/or lectures in the future, a newsletter and some kind of membership.  


	Apparently, Randi got more than a little funding.  


	As I mentioned in my June column, Randi’s prize money offer (he calls it the “Pigasus Prize”) has become dependent on pledges.  A note from Randi online indicates that the prize is now up over $740,000, and Randi is offering a guarantee of sorts.


	I (and others) have mentioned the problem of collecting any monies from the people pleadging it.  Randi sent out a note on August 20 changing the process a bit.  According to Randi:  “Upon a psychic winning the prize -- which should be so very easy to do -- rather than calling in all the individual pledges from all over the world -- varying from $1000 to $90,000, the happy winner only has to contact The James Randi Educational Foundation, which will immediately pay over a check for the full amount.”  


	Of course, this is the least of the problem facing people headed to try for Randi’s money.


	By the way, Mr. Randi, with every science-oriented skeptic and debunker requesting replications under laboratory conditions as a qualifier for “proof of psi,” how is winning your money going to do anything more than allow someone to beat your conditions.  A one time event or demonstration will not prove the existence of psi, according to most critics of parapsychology.  





NEED HELP? COUNSELING?  SOMEONE TO TALK TO?


CALL OPUS...





	The Organization for Paranormal Understanding and Support (OPUS), started in the East Bay in Concord, CA, is a network which includes doctors, psychologists, therapists, lawyers, writers,  parapsychologists, and other professionals interested in understanding psychic, UFO and other experiences often lumped under the “paranormal” banner.   


	OPUS provides referrals for people who have had experiences and needs someone to offer them counseling, advice, or just to listen.  OPUS also refers out to paranormal investigators (like OPI staff).


	For information on how you can help support OPUS’s activities or get involved, or if you need help with an experience, or would like to contribute support of some kind, call OPUS at (510) 689-2666, or write to them at:


OPUS


PO BOX 273273


CONCORD, CA 94527





GRADUATE PARAPSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM UPDATE





	Rosebridge Graduate School of Integrative Psychology in Concord, CA has their Clinical Parapsychology program underway.  The goal is to produce graduates who are both knowledgeable about parpsychology and psychic experiences, and can be licensed as clinical psychologists or therapists.  There are too few psychological practitioners out there who can really understand an individuals needs based on such experiences, and few who may not simply write the client off as deranged because they admit to having such experiences.  Currently, the program has a very few enrollees, but there are many who have expressed real interest in the degree.  Rosebridge is looking at ways to expand the student base to include students who live out of (or can’t move to) Northern California.


	In cooperation with Global InfoNet, Inc., the company housing the Paranormal Network website, Jon Klimo, Jerry Solfvin and I are working to provide a variety of venues for coursework to be delivered to current and potential students.  There is a wide range of methods for information delivery, including audio and video tapes, telephone bridges (conference calls), online chat rooms, and even one or two way audio and video across the Internet.  We plan to experiment with several methods on a first non-credit course to be offered very early 1997.


	The Rosebridge faculty (myself included) is working on several levels to make this program, and the school, a center for the understanding of psi in people’s lives.  To this end, we are beginning an outreach program asking people with an interest in parapsychology and psi to offer their support.  Support can come through providing us with contacts to potential funders or suppliers of equipment and materials, through donations of relevant books and periodicals to the library, through spreading the word about the school and the program, and through direct financial support for scholarships, a psi lab, the library, and other related costs in running a growing academic program.  Rosebridge is a non-profit organization, and appropriate tax laws apply to any donations made to the school.


	If the Amazing Randi can garner the huge financial support necessary to fund a Foundation that will undoubtably be involved in debunking the existence of psi and other “unexplained” phenomena, shouldn’t a program like Rosebridge that can help further our understanding of these experiences be able to gain some similar support?


	One would hope so.  My question, though, is whether people who believe in psi are really serious about understanding what it’s all about.  Debunkers have stated that there are billions of dollars changing hands over psychic readings, predictions, healings and the like.  How is it possible that the field that is trying to understand these experiences can get little or no funding?  How is it possible that debunkers like Randi can get funding and pledges for money, but serious psi-proponents cannot?  Are psychics and proponents of psi apathetic about what’s really happening here?  Or are they afraid that researching it, understanding it, and teaching people to do both (as Rosebridge hopes to do) might yield answers that will undercut psi’s existence?


	Do you support an understanding of psychic experience?  If so, help Rosebridge to further this, in any way you can.  


	For more information about Rosebridge Graduate School and the Clinical Parapsychology Program, or to find out how you can help support the school and the program, contact:


Dr. Jon Klimo


Rosebridge Graduate School of Integrative Psychology


1040 OAK GROVE RD #103


CONCORD, CA 94518


(510) 689-0560





OPI MEMBERSHIP





	The Office of Paranormal Investigations is now offering a “Supporter” membership and a monthly newsletter called INVISIBLE SIGNALS.  For more information about membership and other offerings, or to sign up by phone, call Michael Scott Studios toll-free at 1-888-444-1881, or write to


OPI


PO Box 875


Orinda, CA 94563-0875





Have a Happy New Year
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